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Twary-Fourts Coneress, Ist Session. MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 1856. 


Mr. BIGLER. Id 
personal explanation in relation to the presiden- | House. 
ial election. | 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the || following titles: 
Senator from New York withdraw his motion? | 

Mr. SEWARD. Certainly. | for the support of the Army for the year ending 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair || the 30th of June, 1857, with an amendment. 
cannot entertain a motion, or hear any remarks, || An act (H. R. No. 20) for the relief of Robert 
yntil a quorum is present. || Mitchell. 

Mr. BIGLER. This is not business. I pro- || 
pose only to make a very brief sapenetiorh || persons therein named their titles to certain lots 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Itcan be done by unanimous || in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. 

ronsent. } z Ww spyHE 
~The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair || 4 OT: hs SEER... 
hears no objection. The SPEAKER announced the business in 

Mr. BIGLER. When in the neighboring 

Commonwealth of New Jersey the other day, I 
encountered a story to this effect: that I had 
expressed to the Senator from Massachusetts 
the opinion, that the result of the presidential 
election in Pennsylvania was a matter of doubt 
between Mr. Buchanan and Colonel Frémont. 
When! returned here yesterday evening the same 
story metme. This morning it met me from the 
mouth of a very distinguished man. For that Mr. MILLER, of Indiana. I hope the gen- 
reason I have thought it right to call the attention || tleman from Maine will first allow me to move 
of the Senator from Massachusetts to this rumor, || to discharge the Committee of the Whole from 
and lask him to do me the justice to state what || the further consideration of bill No. 123, for the 
fyundation there is for it, if any? purpose of having it put upon its passage. 

Mr. WILSON... The Senator from Pennsyl- ‘The SPEAKER. It can only be done by gen- 
vania never expressed to me, and I never heard || eral consent. 
from any source whatever, that he entertained Mr. MILLER. 
any such doubts. I never heard anything about || give its consent. 
the matter at all. 1 do not know when the story Objection was made. 
originated, where it came from, or who is cireu- || Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order 
laung it. It is a matter of which I have never || on the resolution submitted. First, it is not a 
heard anything from any source except the Sen- 
ator himself. 

Mr. BIGLER. The statement of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts is entirely satisfactory. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This is out 
of order. There is no question before the Senate, | 
and thisis not an explanation growing out of de- 
bate in this body. 

Mr. BIGLER. I simply desired to say that at 
no time have I entertained or expressed any such 
doubts. 

Mr. SEWARD. lrenew my motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 
journed. 


mittee of Elections. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, from the Com- 
mittee of Elections, reported the following reso- 
lution: 


out of the House contingent fund to Andrew H. Reeder, 
late claiming a seat in this House as Delegate from Kan 
sas, his mileage and per diem to the day when his memorial 
was decided upon. 


Then I hope the House will 


| mitted; and next, it is not a question of privilege, 
| and therefore not to be now considered, 

Mr. WASHBURN. It isa private bill—— 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) 
tion is not debatable. 
sets apart to-day and to-morrow for the consid- 
eration of private bills and private business. If 
the Chair has caught the reading of the resolu- 
tion properly, this is a resolution for the relief 
of an individual. 
| Mr. PHELPS. It is neither a bill nor a joint 
| resolution. It is merely a House resolution. 
The SPEAKER. It is not necessary that it 


| 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | It - —s een is privileged this day, 
Frupay, August 8, 1856. | Perse gee AS op tee 
The House metateleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer Ser. FONE, of Fenneshen 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie Watpo. 
CALL OF THE HOUSE. 
There appearing not to be a quorum present, 
Mr. CUMBACK moved a call of the House. | 
The motion was agreed to. 
The roll was called; and the following mem-|| - Mr. HOUSTON. 


bers failed to answer to their names: The Committee of Elections has a right, as I 
Messrs. Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Hendley 8. Bennett, || understand it, to report at any time privileged 
Bingham, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Burlingame, Caskie, || matter relating to a member of the House. I 


Childs, Bayard Clarke, Clawson, Howell Cobb, Craige, var” al . 
Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, De Witt, Dickson, Dowdell, | do not understand—and - make that point of 
order—that there is anything in this resolution 


Durfee, Edmandson, Elliott, Eustis, Flagler, Florence, . , ) 
connected with the rights of a member to his seat 


Henry M. Faller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Augustus Hall, | 
Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Hoffman, Keitt, || on this floor, and, therefore, the Committee of 


Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, King, Lake, Lindley, Lumpkin, 
Mace, McMullin, McQueen, Moore, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Paine, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Porter, 
Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, Roberts, Rust, Sandidge, Sav- 
age, Scott, William R. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Strana- 
han, Underwood, Wakeman, Walker, Winslow, Daniel B. 
Wright, and John V. Wright. 


Mr. COX stated that his colleague, Mr. Un- 
DERWOop, was detained from his seat by sick- 
ness, . 

One hundred and fifty-seven members having 
answered to their names, further ee 
under the call were dispensed with, and the 


It cannot be put 


ever has been here put upon that ground. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
that the resolution is in order. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I move the previous 
question. 








being privileged matter—than any other commit- 
tee would have. 

Mr. CUMBACK. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
order. 

Mr. CUMBACK. The gentleman is stating 
a point of order which has just been ruled on by 
the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lamattempting to draw the 
Speaker’s attention to what I regard as a distinc- 


Journal 3 : wed. tion between matter that goes before the Com- 
of yeaterday wes reed and approved mittee of Elections, not relating to the right of a 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. member to his seat, and matter relating to such 

A message was received from the Senate, by || right. The former is not privileged matter. 
Mr. Dicxins, its Secretary, notifying the House | 
that the Senate had passed a resolution (S. No. || distinction made by the gentleman from Ala- 
36) for enlarging the custom-house, post office, || bama, but the resolution is not presented on that 
aud court-house at Detroit, Michigan, in which |} ground. The Chair asked for reports on private 


125 


I rise to a point of order. 
I am stating a point of 


a ee 


eee SE = 
THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


. . ! : . 
I desire to make a very brief || he was directed to ask the concurrence of the | 
Aiso, that the Senate had passed bills of the | 


An act (H. R. No. 153) making appropriations | 


order to be reports of private bills from the Com- | 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to pay | 


private bill, and therefore not in order to be sub- | 


| 
The ques- | 
The rule of the House | 


should be in the form of a bill or joint resolution. | 


.|| upon the ground of a claim; no such resolution | 


I rise to a point of order. | 


Elections has no more right to report it—not || 


he SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the | 


—— <a 


New Senries..... No. 125. 


business from the standing and select committees 
of the House. It is not received as a privileged 
report, but as regular private business from one 
of tke standing committees. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then let the committees be 
called in regular order. 


The SPEAKER. This is the first committee, 


|| and was called in reeular order 
: Mr. HOUSTON. -I present this point of order. 
An act (H. R. No. 352) to confirm to certain || By reference to the 77th rule, the Speaker will 


see that the Committee of Elections have author- 
ity to report upon no new matter. Now, sir, I 
submit that it has not been referred to the Com- 
mittee of Elections to inquire into the propriety 
of giving Governor Reeder his per diem and mile- 
age; and therefore, under the rules, the committee 
have no authority over the subject. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama will see that this is a subject incident to the 
contested election relating to Kansas. 

Mr. HOUSTON, This matter has never been 
referred to them. 

The SPEAKER. This particular matter has 
never been referred to them, but the Chair thinks 
the resolution cannot be properly objected to on 
the ground mentioned by the gentleman from 
Alabama, because it is a matter incident to a case 
which was properly referred to them. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I demand the previous 
question upon the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I move that the resolu- 

| tion be laid upon the table; and upon that motion 

I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 desire to know 
what is the time referred to in that resolution? 
The resolution is so vague, it is impossible to tell 
from the reading. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is unable to 
answer the gentleman. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to inquire whether 
the object of this resolution is not to pay a gen- 
|| tleman who did not claim to be elected under any 
law? [Cries of ** Order!’’ ‘* Order!’’} 

The SPEAKER, Debate is not in order. 

The question was taken on Mr. Crawrorn’s 
|| motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
|| 75, nays 98; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Bell, Hendley 8S. Bennett, Bowie, 

|| Branch, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, 

Carlile, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craw 

|| ford, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, 

Dunn, English, Evans, Faulknerg Foster, Goode, Green 

wood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 

|| LL. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, George 

W. Jones, Keitt, Leteher, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, 

Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Me- 

Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Peek, 

Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, 

|| Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. 

|| Smith, William Smith, William KR. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, 

|| Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Vail, Valk, -Warner, 
Watkins, Wheeler, Whitney, Daniel B. Wright, John V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—75. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Ben 
son, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buflinton, 
|| James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bera 
|| Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cum 
| back, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Fiagler, Galloway, Gid 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hickman, Holloway, 
| Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugtiston, Kelsey, King, 
| Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, 
Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Millward, 
| Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols; Norton, Andrew 
| Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Perry, Pike, Pringle, Purvi- 
| ance, Ritchie, Robbins, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sher- 
|| man, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
|| Thorington, Thurston, ‘Todd, ‘T'rafton, Tyson, Wade, Wal- 
| bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. 

Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watsen, Welch, Wood, 

Woodruff, and Woodworth—98. 
| So the House refused to lay the resolution upon 
| the table. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. CARLILE demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ’ é 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the affirmative—yeas 103, nays 82; as follows: 


Hi) YEAS — Messrs. Aibright, Allison, Bal!, Barbour, Bar- 
|| clay, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buf- 
') finton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffve, 
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Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins Covode; Cragin, 
Cumback, Damreil, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, 
Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hick- 
man, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, 
Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Mil 
ler, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Perry, 
Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, 
Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranalian, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader 
©. Washburne, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Watson, Welch, Wells, Wood, Woodruff, ard Wood- 
worth—103. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bo- 
cock, Bowie, Branch, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John 
P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Clingman, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, English, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 
Fiorence, Foster, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Her 
bert, Hoffman, Houston, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
Letcher, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar 
shall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Peek, Phelps, 
Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Richard- 
son, Rivers, Rutlin, Rust, Sandidge, Seward, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
Rneed, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Vail, 
Valk, Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, Whitney, Daniel B. 
Wright, and John V. Wright—82. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. HORTON, of New York, stated that he 
had paired off with Mr. Ricaup. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, moved that the 
vote by which the resolution was agreed to be 
reconsidered, and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid onthe table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Asspury Dickins, their Secretary, announcing 
that the Senate had passed bills of the House of 
the following titles: 

An act granting public lands, in alternate sec- 
tions, to the State of Mississippi, in aid of the 
construction of railroads in said State, and for 
other purposes; and 

An act for the relief of Benjamin L. Fonte, 
William Altenburg, and others. 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana. I now ask the 
unanimous consent of the House that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union be 
discharged from the further consideration of 
Senate bill No. 123. 

Objection was made. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. THORINGTON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill to confirm 
to Charles Waterman his title to certain lands in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I desire to know whether 
it is in order for me to report, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, a bill to pay the 
State of California for their expenses in Indian 
wars? 

The SPEAKER. The bill indicated by the 
gentleman from Mississippi, being general in its 
character, is not in order, in the opinion of the 
Chair... ~° 

Mr. GROW, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, reported a bill for the relief of R. G. 
Elliott and others; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported bills 
of the following titles; which were severally 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed: 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Van Pelt, widow | 
of John Van Pelt, a revolutionary soldier; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Joseph Binden, a revolutionary 
officer; and 

A biil for the relief of the heirs of Peter Char- | 
tant, a revolutionary soldier. 

Mr. EDIE, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported a bill for the relief of Edwin M. Chaf- 
fee; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and | 
ordered to be printed. 


acre aera eres iene SEER 


|| Uonary Pensions, reported back the 
|| Caleb Albee, and moved that the same 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BROOM, from the Committee on Revolu- 
pear of 
e referred 


| to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FLAGLER, from the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads, reported back Senate 


mously reported by the committee. 
| the Senate unanimously. 


bill (No. 358) for the relief of J. R. Powell. 
Mr. DOWDELL. This bill has been unani- 
It passed 


tice and equity. It requires only that the Post- 
master General shall pay what is reasonable. I 


_ask the consent of the House that the bill may 


be a on its passage. 
There being no objection, the bill was ordered 
to a third reading; and was accordingly read the 


| third time, and passed. 


Mr. DOWDELL moved to reconsider the 


| vote by which the bill was passed, and also moved 
| that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


| Post Office and Post Roads, made adverse reports | 


Mr. FLAGLER, from the Committee on the 


on the memorials in the following cases; which 
were laid on the table, and, with the reports, or- 


dered to be printed: 


For the erection: of a post office building at 
Cairo, Illinois; 

For the erection of a post office building 
Macon, Georgia; 


For payment of additional compensation for 


| mail contracts; and 


| lief of Mary Reeside; 


For making the Post Office Department zespons- 
ible for matter sent through the mail. 


Mr. KNOWLTON, from the Committee of | 
Claims, reported back a bill (No. 13) for the re- 
which was referred to a | 


Committee of the Whole House on the Private 


Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, | 


ordered to be printed. 


Mr. GIDDINGS said he would present a mi- 


| nority report in the case. 


Mr. BISHOP, from the Committee of Claims, 


reported a bill for the relief of Cyrus Buckland; | 


which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. READY. lIask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer a joint resolution of a pri- 
vate nature. 

The resolution was read for information, and 
is as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
§e., That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, || 
authorized to make a full and final settlement with N. Cook, | 
of the State of Tennessee, of all accounts, liabilities, and | 


demands, growing out of various contracts of the Govern- 


ment With said Cook, for carrying the United States mail, | 


making him all just and reasonable allowance, and charg- 
ing him with all sums with which he may be properly 
chargeable, and pay over any balance which may be found 
due him. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tleman who bid of various contracts at the last 
lettings in Tennessee, and failed to put service 
on the routes? 

Mr. READY. He bid off various contracts, 
and sub-let some, but Ido not know that he failed 
to put service on the routes. 

Mr. HARLAN. I object to the consideration 
of the resolution at this time. Let us proceed 
with the call on the committees for reports in pri- 
vate cases. 


Mr. PENNINGTON, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, made adverse reports on the fol- 
lowing cases; which were laid on the table, and, 
with the accompanying reports, ordered to be 
printed: 

The petition of John M.- Barker; and 

The petition of Francis A. McCauley. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Francis Dainese; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, reported 
back a bill (S. No. 310) for the relief of Horatio 
J. Perry, with the recommendation that it do 

ass. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay the claimant the difference 
between his pay as secretary of legation at Mad- 


It is a bill full of jus- | 


at | 


Is this the’ gen- | 


August 7 


| rid, and th iaie itera 
| rid, and the pay of minister durin 

|| acted in the, as capacity. g the time he 
| Mr. PENNINGTON. 7 hope there will }, 

r ' ° ° € no 
| objection to putting the bill on its passage 

| Mr, LETCHER. Tobject. I think theres 
|| more important private bills than that on the ¢ . 
|| endar. — 
|| Mr. PENNINGTON. I hope the gentlem 
|| will not insist on his objection. This ; vn 
\| : ’ ) 18 & Cage 
|| of peculiar hardship. 

| Mr. LETCHER. I have an objection to 4) 
|, such bills. Gentiemen go abroad at fixed sais. 
| ries; and when they return they ask us to able 
|| them, or at least to increase them largely, 
\| he bill was referred to a Committee of th, 
|| Whole House, and, with the accompanyiiy re. 
|| port, ordered to be printed. a 
|| Mr. PENNINGTON. I move to reconsids, 
|| the vote by which the bill was referred, and ask 
|| that it be entered on the Journal. Ido not ask to 
|| have it acted on at this time. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
| motion to reconsider on the table. F 
Mr. PENNINGTON. I withdraw the Motion 
| to reconsider. F 


Mr. OLIVER, of New York, from the Con. 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
| relief of Rudolph Kissemaeil: waa was reada first 
|| and second time. The bill directs the Secretary of 
| the Interior to place the name of Rudolph Kags. 
,maul on the pension list, at the rate of twelye 
|| dollars per month, commencing the 30th of June, 
| 1856, and to continue during his natural life, in 
| lieu of six dollars per month which he now 
| receives. 

| Mr. OLIVER. I ask that the bill be now py 
on its passage. The beneficiary under it js q 
soldier of the war with Mexico. He was in six 
battles. He was at the battles of Vera Cruz, 
Cerro Gordo, Cherubusco, Chapultepec, Molino 
| del Rey, and the city of Mexico. His righ 
| arm was shattered bya musket ball. Since then 
some sixteen pieces of bone have been extracted 
| from the wound. The bill only proposes, as he 
|| is unable.to engage in manual labor and provide 
for his own support, that his pension shall be in- 
|| creased from six to twelve dollars per month, 
| This is all there is in the bill. 

| ‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
| a third time; and being engrossed, it was accori- 
| ingly read the third time, and passed. 

| Mr. OLIVER, from the Committee on Invalid 
|, Pensions, reported the following bills; which were 
| severally read a first and second time, referred 
| to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the acconipanying reports, ordered to be 
printed. 

A bill for the relief of Elijah Close; and a bill 
for the relief of Elizabeth Riker. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, from the Con- 
| mittee of Claims, made an adverse report on the 
| petition of Jonah Ray; which was laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKSON, from the Committee on Inva- 
| lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Amos 
‘| Armstrong, of Ohio; which was read a first and 
' second time, referred to a Committee of the 
| Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


_ On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petitions in 


the several cases of Lewis Warrington and Thomas Hur, 
and that the same be laid upon the table. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I believe the call for reports 
from committees is through. I would inquire 
if there are any private bills upon the Speakers 
table ? 
en SPEAKER. The table is clear of private 

ills. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. ThenI move that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope the ge" 
tleman will withdraw that motion, and allow me 
to submit a motion that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resoive itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I desire to have the House 

act their pleasure. 

Mr. Gwpines’s motion being first put wes 
negatived. 

r. CAMPBELL’s motion was then agreed to 
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' 
CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. H 


The House resolved itself into the Committee 


Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Grow in the chair, ) and resumed the consider- 

ation of the bill making appropriations for certain | 

civil expenses of the Government for the year) 

ending the 30th of June, 1857, 

The CHAIRMAN. The question immediately | 

| 


of the 


before the committee is on an appeal taken from 


the decision of the Chair upon an amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Harris.) 


Mr. MILLSON. What was the decision? 

The CHAIRMAN. apt pon the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. H. Marsiatt] offered 
an amendment to come In at the end of line one 
hundred and forty-two, providing for renting a 
court-room and post office at Canandaigua, New | 
York. The gentleman from Illinois proposed an 
amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, providing for building certain 
custom-houses, post offices, and court-houses. 
The Chair ruled the amendment out of order. 
From that decision the gentleman from Illinois 
appealed. The question is, ‘* Shall the decision of 


the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
so } 


eer } 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I ask for tellers 
upon the question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CLingMan 
and KunKEL were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes eighty-five, noes not counted. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. 1 offer the follow- | 
ing amendment to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, (Mr. H. Marsnmanu:] 

For providing for the Federal courts, post office, and land || 
office of the United States, by the purchase of a building || 
fora court-house, land office, post office, and other public || 
purposes, at Springfield, Illinois, $80,000. 


There is already an existing law providing for 
a land-office, court-house, and post office at that 
point; and, as they are necessary for the admin- 
istration of justice, there can be no distinction 
whatever between the amendment which I have 
offered, and that offered by the gentleman from | 
Kentucky. ’ un 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I make this point |; 
of order: There is no law authorizing the work. || 
If this is in order, it will be in order to build a || 
court-house at every cross-roads 1 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the | 
amendment to be out of order. He makes the |! 
distinction between this amendment and that of || 
the gentleman from Kentucky: One is to lease || 
a house, and another to purchase a site for a || 
building. I 

Mr. HARRIS. Then the distinction is, that 
one is a purchase, and the other a perpetual lease. 
I presume it is a distinction that nobody can see 
but the Chair. 

The question was taken on Mr. Marsnatv’s | 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 


by the Chair, with the exception of striking out | 
the word ** purchase,’’ and inserting ‘* perpetual | 
lease’’ in lieu thereof, so as to make it precisely 
ad amendment of the gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds the | 
amendment to be out of order. The words “ per- | 
petual lease’? were not in the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky. | 


Mr. LETCHER. I move the following amend- 
ment: 


} 
| 
' 


For compensation of the members of the board of revi- |! 


80rs appointed in pursuance of the act approved March 3, | 
1855, entitled “« An act to improve the laws of the District | 
of Columbia, and to codify the same,” $12,000: Provided, | 
That the President of the United States shall determine the 
sum to be received by each member of said board, a sum i 
not exceeding the sum of $1,000 per annum to each during 
his term of service, and that the whole compensation shall 
not exceed the sum hereby appropriated. 

} 


I do not suppose it is necessary to say any- 
thing upon the amendment. It is authorized by 
existing law. The gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. H. Marswatt,] who objected to this amend- | 
ment the other day, I believe has no objection to | 
it in this form. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


THE OCONGRE 


- (me 
————— LTT a + eee a aman 


Mr. RITCHIE. I move the following amend- |! 
ment: 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby 
directed, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to pay to Henry Wood, and the legal repre 
sentatives of Samuel Rosebury, deceased, the sum of three 
dgllars per day each, for the services of the said Wood, and 
the said Rosebury, in superintending the construction of 
the building for a custom-house, post office, and court-house 
at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 


I desire to make this explanation to the Com- 


| mittee: In 1851 and 1852, appropriations were 
| made for building a custom-house in Pittsburg, 


and these two gentlemen were appointed commis- 
sioners to superintend the construction of the 
building. The building was completed in ebout 
two years. In 1854 I offered an amendment, 
which was adopted, precisely like this, with the 
exception that the money was to be paid out of 
the eee originally made for the build- 
ing. It was then supposed that there would be a 
surplus of about $10,000, which was the fact; 
but nearly the whole amount was expended in 
furnishing the building with heating apparatus, 


| and other fixtures, and for lighting it. 


I will state further, that the building was com- 


i pleted, under the direction of those superintend- 


ents, according to the contract originally entered 
into. No additional appropriations have been 
asked for, while for the custom-houses at Cincin- 
nati, Louisville, and St. Louis, additional appro- 
priations have been made, until the aggregate 
amount has, in every instance, almost doubled 
that expended for Pittsburg. Here are the 
amounts appropriated for the several custom- 
houses which I have mentioned: 


St. Louis, ISS] ..cccccccccccccccecccesccccs ess $25,000 
« BO cv cbccticeucus cocesw ccucdeevisenne 37 000 
66 BOO feck cS hee koh se he kc deh 88 ceed ne 115,000 
«6 RODS ec nhontnacsnes cbwi ideetins ohve ce. ree 
$277,000 

. 
ESATO, BOON oc ccian voce Gveweind ccdeas sdka See £75,000 
6e \ | PP PTTaerrrerrraiiie Tra ey Le 16,000 
66 EROS seen ttevecanweess tgeteh bendecoks 87,745 
Bee seanesnenss seene beiedenenecede ° 410,000 
$218,745 
Cincinnati, 1851 ....... plachth thins dheeen keane vse $25,000 
= PEE pneb debe ee regia Cee ce cecccesecese 50,000 
66 BOO b.checdccuscsee Give ccatee ce ctudee 87,745 
és BES sccvice vosccscs eveccscess eevecess 40,000 
$202,745 
Pisdebures LOGE ace ee ics vtigs cites din o peCewwse sh $75,000 
7 BOGS ied Cee ereesreccsecseseees 35,000 


#110,000 


Now, sir, it will be seen that these gentlemen 


| have saved the Government about one hundred 


thousand dollars. I think, therefore, that the 


| House ought not only to adopt this amendment, 


but that these gentlemen deserve the thanks of 
Congress for the fidelity with which they have 
executed the trust. The objection has been made 
that these men were officers of the Government 


|; at the time. That is true, for a portion of the 

~ | 
_ Mr. HARRIS. I now propose an amendment |; 
in the same words as that just ruled out of order || 


time. One was a postmaster and the other a 
collector; but the duties which they performed as 
superintendents had nothing whatever to do with 
the offices which they held. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I have no doubt the 


|| appropriation which the gentleman has proposed 


is a just one, but it seems to me that it is a private 
claim, and upon that ground I make the point of 
order that the amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order, upon the ground that the amend- 
ment is in the nature of a private claim. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I must take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. I will state that the 
Committee of Ways and Means would have 


| inserted it in the bill, but for the fact that they 


could not ascertain the precise time which these 
men were employed. 

The question was taken; and the decision of 
the Chair was overruled. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Ritrcuie’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr.MAXWELL. Ioffer the following amend- 
ment: 


For completing the custom-house at Pensacola, Florida, 
$5,000, in addition to the sum already appropriated. 


Mr. Chairman, I will merely state in connec- 
tion with the amendment, that a law was passed 


aerate penne teratoma A 
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at the last session of Congress, authorizing the 
construction of this custom-house. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has advised us that that 
amount, $5,000, is necessary for the completion 
of the building. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DENVER. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 


And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed 
to pay out, of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropri ited, such expenses as he may find have been, or 
may %e, properly and necessarily incurred for the leasing of 
court-rooms tor the United States courts in the State of 
California, and for fitting up the same for the use of such 


courts. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I raise the point 
that the amendment is notin order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment seems 
to relate to a deficiency, and the Chair holds it 
to be out of order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will state to the gentle- 
man from California, that the amendment is un- 
necessary, for the reason, that, in the judicial 
fund, provision is made for California. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 


For the completion of the marine hospital at New Orleans, 
in addition to the appropriation heretofore made by the act 
approved August 4, 1856, $86,322 10, 


Nf 


Mr. Cl 


hairman, I call especial attention to the 
following letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, August 4, 1856. 

Sir: The law passed at the first session of the Thirty- 
Third Congress, and approved August 4, 1854, appropriating 
$248,000 for the erection at New Orleans of a marine hos 
pital ofa suitable size to accommodate the sick and disabled 
seamen arriving at that port, contains a clause prohibiting 
the application of any portion of the funds so appropriated, 
unless the sum shall be sufficient tocomplete the structure. 
‘To carry out the provisions of this law, Leaused plans of a 
suitable building to be prepared, and invited bids for its 
construction. Proposals were received, and found to ex- 
ceed the amount appropriated. 

It is made my duty, by the proviso, to report the subject 
back to Congress, with such estimates as shall be found 
suflicient to complete the work. In compliance with the 
proviso, | have the honor to state that the lowest bids re 
ceived tor building the hospital of brick, (fire proof,) and 
to secure a good foundation, exceed the appropriation 
$151,659 20. 

‘The lowest bid for a building exclusively of iron, and the 
expense of preparing a secure foundation, exceeds the ap- 
propriation by the sum of $86,322 10, 

‘Taking these bids as being as low as we probably shall 
receive, when the building is again offered for contract, we 
shall need the following additional amounts to complete it: 

if built of brick and fire proof............ 151,659 20 

If built entirely of iron...... sees. coosses 86,522 10 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 





It is more important that there should be hos- 
pital accommodations at this port than at any 
other. There is carried on there the greatest 
foreign export trade on this continent. Owing to 
its peculiar situation, the crews of vessels visiting 
the port are exposed to diseases of a character 
extremely fatal to the unacclimated constitution. 
The Secretary of the Treasury has adopted a 
plan which we believe will afford all the accom- 
modation required by the exigencies of trade and 
humanity. In order to carry out that plan this 
additional sum is required. It is demanded by 
the interests of commerce and the safety of those 
of our citizens who navigate vessels to that port. 
Every consideration of humanity and every prin- 
ciple of public policy demand that we should 
make this appropriation for the benefit of that 
meritorious class of our citizens. 

‘Mr. LETCHER. I do not recollect precisely 
what amount of money has been already appro- 
priated for this building; but my impression is 
that it is considerably upwards of $200,000, with 


| ten per cent. added, to cover contingencies, be- 


sides an indefinite amount for the purchase of a 
site. This amendment proposes to add $86,000 
more. I am informed that $248,000 has been 
already appropriated for this building. This 
$86,000 will run the sum up to $335,000, for the 
construction of this building. When it is recol- 
lected that in the early part of the session the 
Secretary of the Treasury represented that these 
sailors could be better accommodated, when sick, 
by private contract, and these hospitals could be 
leased out, I doubt the propriety of this large 

| expenditure of the public money for the purpose 

| proposed. 

he amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. WOODWORTH offered the following 


amendment: 


For eniarging the building provided by law to be con- | 


structed at Chicago, ia ihe State of Illinois, for a custom- 
house. post office, tind court house, over the plan heretotore 
adopted for that purpose, so modily ing said plan as, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, the public con 
venience shall require, $65,000, and ten per cent. on that 
gum for contingencies: Provided, That said enlargement 


and modification can be completed within the sums here- | 


tofore ahd hereby appropriated. 


Mr. WOODWORTH. 
have received from the Secretary of the Treasury 
may be read: 

The letter was read; and is as follows: 

Sin: An agent of the Department has recently visited 
Chicago, and reports that the building forthe use of the 
eustom-house, post-office, and United States court at that 
place, is, in consequence of the rapid increase of business, 
éntirely too small. Since the original plan was made the 
business of the offices has doubled. 

it is also found necessary, in order to render the base- 
ment story airy and dry, and available for post office pur- 
poses, to raise the lower walls higher than was at first con 
templated. 

‘l'o erecta building of suitable size and to effect the change 
of elevation, above referred to, will require an additional 
appropriation of $5,000, and ten per cent. for conungent 
expenses. 

fery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. KEITT. I rise to a point of order. 
There is no previous law authorizing this work 

Mr. WOODWORTH. There is a law exist- 
ing for the construction of the work; and Ll now 
ask the indulgence of the committee for the pur- 
pose of making a few statements in connection 
with this matter, and in favor of the amendment 
which I have just offered. The last Congress 
authorized the erection of a building at Chicago 
for post-office, custom-house, and judiciary pur- 

’ ’ J Vi 
1" . . , 
poses. The Secretary of the Treasury placed 


the construction of this building under contract. |! 


The contractor is ready to proceed with his work; 
but so confident was the Secretary that the build- 
ing to be erected would be insuflicient for the 
purposes for which it is designed, that in the 
contract he had a provision made for an enlarge- 
ment, with the expectation that the present Con- 
gress would, at an early day, authorize that 
enlargement. The committee have heard read a 


communication from the Secretary, recommend- | 


ing the building to be enlarged so as to meet the 
public wants, requiring an additional appropria- 
tion of $65,000. 

I will add, Mr. Chairman, that the contractor 
has commenced operations; and if the enlarge- 
ment is to be made at all it should be authorized 


now. By way of showing the necessity of this, | 


i will state that the customs received at Chicago 
amount, for the last three years, to $1,133,393 60, 
averaging nearly $400,000 for each year. The 
post-office, in point of distributing, is the second 
office -in the Union, being next to that of New 
York city. The amount for the first quarter of 
the present year is over $100,000, and the daily 


arrivals of newspapers will average two hundred |; 


and fifty bushels. The business of the office has 
doubled within the last two years, with a pros- 


pect for a similar increase in the two years to |, 


come. 

I trust, under these circumstances, there will 
be no hesitation on the part of the committee to 
adopt the recommendation of the Secretary, and 
muthorize the enlargement proposed by this 
amendment. 

Mr. SAGE, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, offered the following amendment: 

‘To complete the rooms in the City Hall, Utica, New 
York, for the proper accommodation of the United States 

, district and cireuit courts held in that city, and their offi- 


eets, a8 was directed by the Act of Congress approved 30th 
of September, 1850, 35,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. GOODE offered the following amendment: 


For continuing the constructi Vashi - 
duet, 300,000. g ction of the Washington aque 
Mr. PRINGLE. © I object to that amendment 
on the ground that there is no existing law for it, 
and never has been any law for it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 
“of the Deere from Virginia if there is any 
law authorizing the construction of this work ? 
Mr. GOODE. There was a law passed making 
an appropriation for a survey, and directing the 
President to select a plan. The law was carried 
into effect; a plan was adopted by the President. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 


I ask that a letéer I 


the amendment is in order, as it is for the con- 
| tinuance of a work already commenced by the 
Government. 
Mr. GOODE. 
House knows, there have been two appropria- 
tions made upon bills similar to this in two pre- 


tions are now exhausted. Contracts have 
made under these appropriations, which are not 


| was equitable and fair, namel 


I desire to state that, as this | 


ceding sessions of Congress, which appniprm, 
een | 


completed, and for which the contractors have | 


not been paid. ‘The npeneresaionn having been | 


exhausted, the work will 


ye suspended during | 


the coming winter, and will be exposed to all the | 


injuries which may ensue from the inclemency of || 


the weather. It is necessary, therefore, in order 


i be made. 


Se 

holders in Washington and Gecree ropeny 
bear some proportion of the expenses, | em 
think it proper now to consume the time of - 
House in discussing the propriety of eatrying g. 
she work further at this time. I have announe L 
during the present session of Congress, that i 

s D- 
asmuch as some $350,000 have been expended | 
should cease any very decided opposition to 4 
measure. But, sir, we have had a very direct 
expression of the sentiment of this House Seni 
the present session of Congress, when, on the 
yeas and nays being taken, a proposition to shake 
an appropriation for the work was defeated bya 


|. majority of twenty-seven. 
‘to avoid this evil, that an appropriation should | 


property on hand, for the construction of the 


_ work, will necessarily have to be sold, and the || 


|| Government have to encounter the loss conse- 


quent upon such sale, if we do not make an || 


appropriation Which is obviously necessary. I 


Mr. GOODE. Allow me to say, sir, that the 


|| amendment was rejected on the main argument 
Furthermore, the stock now on hand, and the |) , 


that it was not fora deficiency, and o 
be offered to the deficiency bill. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. The gentleman from 


ught not to 


| Virginia may be correct with reference to th 


hope there will be no objection to the amend- | 


ment. 


Mr. COVODE. 


I move to amend the amend- | 


ment by reducing it to $100,000. I will state that | 
an examination is being made by competent per- | 
sons. A few figures were handed me this morn- | 


ing, which show that the brickwork alone was |! 


»? 


contracted for at twelve dollars per thousand, and | 
is now costing fifty-seven dollars per thousand. | 


The report will be made to the committee author- 


ized to examine the question within two or three | 
days, which will satisfy every member of the | 
House that the whole scheme is wild, and that | 


some other arrangement ought to be made before |; 


any more money Is appropriated. 

Mr. GOODE. This work was undertakon on 
estimates made by competent engifeers. But 
there has been a systematic effort to defeat it on 


| lic, but who desire to get contracts. It is impor- 
| tAnt that this House should know that this work 
is one which should be prosecuted, because it is 
one which the necessities of the public demand. 
Mr. COVODE. 


up a company to build this work, I went to the 
engineer, Captain Meigs, and proposed to him 
| that, if he would put it in proper shape, I would 
| vote for him. 
Mr. GOODE. Who knows the gentlemen that 
‘are brought forward here as contractors by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania? 
Mr. COVODE. I say | do not ask for a com- 


pany. 


Mr.GOODE. I say there is a systematic effort | 


| to defeat this work—a work essential to the neces- 


‘| there is no responsibility attached. Whom do 


/A man acting on his responsibility as a public 
|| agent, acting on his professional responsibility 
as a man of distinction, in this country. It has 
been often affirmed that no estimates Lave been 
'made for this work, and as often unavailingly 
|| have we referred gentlemen to the full estimates. 
| Gentlemen have often stated here that this work 
| is to cost $10,000,000; but here are the incontro- 


|| vertible proofs that it is not to exceed $2,000,000. | 


|'Three hundred and fifty thousand dollars have 
| been already appropriated to the work, and ex- 
pended, and now, if the work is to be left in its 
resent condition, great losses will be sustained 
y the Government from the frosts of rext winter. 
Is this work to be suspended, and the Govern- 
ment to sustain such loss, all for the reason that 
| there are some persons, unknown to the House, 
who are making private surveys, and private 
estimates, so as to get contracts from the hands 
|| of the Government? I trust the House will see 
|| the necessity of making this appropriation; that 
|| it will be made without hesitation; and that the 
|| amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
i, will be voted down. 


} Theamendment to theamendment was rejected. 
| Mr. GREENWOOD. I move to amend the 


|| amendment by decreasing the amount $50,000. 
|| Mr. Chairman, my position on the subject of this 
|| aqueduct has Jong since been defined in this 
|| House. Idefined my position in the last Con- 


‘| gress. J made a proposition here which I think 


Will the gentleman allow me | 
to explain? Instead of making an effort to get | 


we bring forward as the projector of this work? | 


particular bill to which the amendment was of. 
fered; but I differ with him as to the argumem 
| used against it. I take it that the vote by which 
|the House rejected the proposition by a larg 
majority was a decided expression of the sent). 
ment of this House as to the continuing the 
works at this time. Iso regarded it then, and | 
so regard it now; and I have only proposed my 
amendment for the purpose of appealing to the 
gentleman from Virginia and others who adyo. 
cate, and have advocated, the completion of this 
| work, that they should cease discussing the ques. 
tion now, as, in my judgment, there is a decided 
majority of the House against it; and all the time 
consumed in discussing it is so much {me takey 
from the business of the House. 
Mr. GOODE. Iam much obliged to the gep. 
tleman for his considerateness. 3 
Mr. KEITT. Iam opposed tothe amendment 


|| of the gentleman from Arkansas, because I think 
the part of those who are not known to the pub- | 


| gentleman from 





the amount proposed in the amendment of the 

Virginia is too small. | remem- 
| ber, when the gentleman from Virginia, some 
months ago, proposed a similar amendment to 
the deficiency bill, it was objected to, and the 
amendment was rejected because it was not 
proper to be tiietited fn the deficiency bill. | am 
unwilling to consume the time of the committee 
unnecessarily at this late period of the session; 
| but, sir, it seems to me that there is scarcely a 
matter connected with our legislation of greater 
importance than this. If 1 were satisfied that 


|| there was a decided majority of the House against 
|| the construction of the work, I would not occupy 


| even five minutes in discussing it; but I am not 
satisfied that such is the fact. 
Now, sir, | am in favor of, and I am surprised 


|| at, the aversion which certain gentlemen in this 
| sities of the Government. And it is to be defeated | 
| by men not known to the country, and to whom | 


House manifest to cold water for them to drink. 
{Laughter.] Perhaps they are influenced by aa 
| argument which I once heard made against the 
use of cold water, which was that, although there 
| were many instances in the Scriptures of wine 
| being drunk, there was but one instance of water 
| being called for, which was by Dives, and he 
was where he ought to be, and did not get even 
adrop. {Laughter.}] Now, sir, I am in favor 
of using water for other purposes than merely for 
steam and navigation. I think it may be drusk 
—perhaps not too much of it—but I think itis 
occasionally useful for that purpose. 

Mr. Chairman, this Government has already 
expended $355,000 upon this enterprise. Appro- 
priations have been made by different Congresses, 

and the policy of constructing the work may be 
considered as established. We are told that the 
work can be proceeded with only during certain 
portions of the year; that during certain months 
in the year no man, woman, or child there escapes 
the chills and fever; and it is important, therefore, 
that the appropriation should be made at once. 
It is important, as a matter of economy, that the 
appropriation should be made to carry on the 
work before it crumbles by the hand of time, and 
the $355,000 already expended is squandered ‘0 
no purpose. I hope the amendment of the ge?- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Goope] will be agreed 
to. 

Mr. GREENWOOD, by- unanimous consent, 
withdrew his amendment. & 

Mr. COVODE. I move to amane eae 
ing the appropriation $20,000. Now, Mr. Ghar: 
man, I hatter by he eondidite remarks of 
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stleman from Virginia, that he persists in li 

tement, that the private parties who have 

sosed to construct those works: are not re- | 

pre ible parties. Sir, does the gentleman from | 
Peinil say that your new Governor of Kansas 
*, not a responsible man, for he is one of the | 
sarties Who propose to construct the work. I | 
«ay, sit, that those parties have abundant means 
to construct the work. 

But | wish again to call the attention of the 
House to the estimates of the chief engineer. 
He has estimated the excavation of earth at ten 
cents per cubic yard. Every gentleman must || 
know that the actual cost will be much larger || 
than that. His estimate is twelve dollars for brick | 
work, while, as I have said, the real cost has been | 
ffty-seven dollars. These items will demonstrate 
the reliableness of the estimates which we have be- 
fore us, and gentlemen can form some idea of the | 
amount to which the cost of this work will swell. 

Mr. Meigs, in his report, says that the engineer 
who shall bridle the Potomac will acquire for | 
himself fame. In speaking of the Roman works | 
he says that, notwithstanding the construction || 
of them impoverished the people, we can now 
drink at their flowing fountains, and look back 
and forgive them their errors. Now, I do not 
believe that the people of the United States wish 
to be impoverished by constructing magnificent 
water-works for the city of Washington. I do 
not believe they wish to follow the policy of the 
Jewish nation, which impoverished the ten tribes 
of Israel, to build up Judea and Jerusalem, thus 
oceasioning a revolt. 

Mr. Chairman, I am willing to see water- 
works constructed for the Government and this 
city. I told Captain Meigs distinctly, that I 
would vote a liberal appropriation for a work 
upon a proper basis. Bat, as I have said, these 
works are upon a scale that will furnish sixty 
times as much water as the wants of the city 
require. It is said that the balance of the water 
wil be used to drive machinery; but will any 

geutleman suppose for a moment that we should 
be justified in such enormous expense for the 
purpose of furnishing water to drive machinery? 
No, sir. A thirty-inch or three-feet pipe would 
furnish all the water necessary for the require- | 
ments of the city. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I beg to say to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, that the various 
plans for bringing water into this city were sub- 
mitted to the President, and after a careful exam- 
ination of them all he determined upon this one; 
and two or three successive Congresses have 
approved the plan by voting-appropriations for 
the work. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
says he is perfectly willing to vote appropriations 
for bringing water to the city, provided it can be 
brought according to his plan. Now, sir, I know 
nothing about the gentleman’s plan. I know 
nothing of the various private speculations that 
have been formed in reference to the work. Sir, 
we cannot all have our plans. As I have said, | 
the plan which has been adopted was adopted 
after careful examination, and it may be consid- 
ered as the settled plan for the work. 

But, again: who does not feel the necessity 
there is for a supply of water in this city? The 
health of the city requires it. The wants of the | 
Government require it. 

I wish to say to the gentleman from Arkansas, || 
that this appropriation is asked for public uses. 
if citizens derive advantage from the introduc- 
tion of the water into the city, they will do so at 
their own expense. The object of the amend- 
ment Is to construct the trunk, which is to con- 
duct this water to the city and to the buildings 
of the Government. If it be tapped for private 
pespons, then I say to the gentleman from Ar- 

ansas, that it is to be done at the expense of 
the citizens of Georgetown and Washington, 
and not at the expense of the Government. Let 
any gentleman walk through the city, and the 
odor arising from the sewers will satisfy him of 
the absolute necessity for the introduction of 
water for the health of the-citizens and those who 
are forced to reside here. Ido hope, for the credit 
of the country and the health of this community, 
that we will at least appropriate money sufficient | 
to carry on this work, which has been already 
commenced. * 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, and it was disagreed to. 


the ge! 
his sta 
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| he directed the Commissioner not to ex 





Mr. GOODE. 
ment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Denver and 
McCarry were appointed. 

The question was taken on Mr. Goope’s 
amendment; and the tellers reported—ayes 49, 
noes 74. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. DOWDELL. [offer the following amend- 





|; ment: 


For the extension of the grounds of the marine hospital 
at Mobile, Alabama, according to the recommendation of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, $6,000. 

This appropriation is recommended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. It is recommended 
by the grand jury of the circuit court of the 

nited States for that district, and by the surgeon 
of the hospital. 

Mr. LETCHER. There is no existing law 
authorizing the purchase of this additional ground; 


| and for the reason heretofore given by the Chair 


it strikes me that the amendment is not in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 


|| point, and rules the amendment out of order. 


Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. 
following amendment: 

And that $5,000 be, and is hereby, appropriated for leas 
ing a court-house in the town of Pontotoc, in the State of 
Mississippi, for holding the district court of the United 
States. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
of order upon that amendment. 

Mr. McCARTY. Is there any law author- 
izing the holding of a court at that place ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thatisa proper question 
for the gentleman from Mississippi to answer. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It is a question of fact 
which I will undertake to answer. 

Mr. BENNETT. There is a law authorizing 
the holding of a court at that place. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The point I make is, that 
itis independent legislation in an appropriation 
bill. There is no law authorizing the leasing of 
a court-house there. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


I offer the 


The Chair sustains the 


| point of order, and decides that the amendment is 


not in order. 


Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, offered the following amendment to 
come in after line one hundred and fifty-three: 

And that the appropriation for removing the stone wall 
which now joins the southern boundary of the park at the 
President’s House may be extended, in accordance tosuch 
plan as may be hereafter approved by the President, for 
the purpose of removing said wall and inclosing said park. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. PHELPS, from the same committee, of- 


|fered the following amendment to follow the 
amendment last adopted: 


\ 

That the President shall cause the money appropriated 
for the erection of a suitable house forthe plants recently 
brought from Japan, for the United States, to be applied as 
directed by the act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year end- 
ing the 30th of June, 1656. 


Mr. PHELPS. There is but one word of 
explanation necessary upon that amendment. An 
aeopeese of $1,500 for the purpose of erect- 
ing a building for the preservation of the plants 
brought by the Japan expedition appears in the 


|| last civil and diplomatic bill to have been passed; 


but in fact it was not passed, though if is in the 


‘enrolled bill. The Secretary of the Interior, after 
| the passage of the act, gave to the then Commis- 


sioner of Public Buildings, Mr. B. B. French, 
directions to spend the money; but a few days 


| afterwards, ascertaining that it had not, in fact, 
| received the sanction of the House of Represent- 


atives, and that it had been improperly enrolled, 
ond the 


| money. The present Commissioner,Dr. Blake, on 


coming into office, found upon the appropriation 


| book $1,500 for the purpose indicated in that 


act; and not finding the letter of the Secretary of 


| the Interior directing that the ee should 


not be used, went on, and made a contract for the 
erection of that building. It was partly erected 
before the Secretary of the Interior discovered 
that the Commissioner had gone on in opposition 
to his directions. For the purpose of legalizing 
that expenditure—though it is somewhat doubt- 


' ful whether that is necessary—and to remove the 


existing doubt, I have offered the amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


| 
| 


I make a point | 


AL GLOBE. 


-_——_ - = 


“Mr. HOWARD offered the following amend- 


; ment: 


ty 
I call for tellers on the amend- | 
| 


|; not to ex 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


And that the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby authorized to cause the building provided by law to 
be constructed at Detroit, in the State of Michigan, for a 
custom house, post office, and court house, to be Increased 
in length over the plan heretofore adopted for that purpose, 
d twenty. five (het, and to modily and enla 
d as Wo adapt the same to such increased leng ’ 
uf, in the opimion of the Secretary, the public convenience 
shall require such modification: Provided, That such ex- 
tension and modification can be accomplished at an expense 
notexceeding $30,000, and a sum not exceeding ten per 
cent. on the said last mentioned sum, for superintendence 
and contingencies; which sums, or so much thereof as 
shall be neeessary, are hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: 4nd 
provided further, That no money shall be paid under this 
clause of this bill, until the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
contract for the completion of said so extended building, at 


a cost within the sums heretofore and hereby appropriated 
therefor. 


said plan s 


Mr. HOWARD. Task that a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury upon this subject, may 
e read. 

The letter was read, and is as follows: 


Treasury DeparRTMENT, pri! 28, 1856. 

GenTLemeN: In reply to your letter of the 23d instant, I 
have to state that, in view of the increase of the city of 
Detroit, and im order to provide suitable accommodations 
to public oflicers, commensurate with its future growth, this 
Department is disposed (o recommend an enlargement of 
the building authorized to be constructed at that place for 
a custom house and other purposes. An addition of twelve 


| and a half feet to each end, making the building one hun- 


| 


dred and ten feet long by sixty wide, will, itis supposed, 
give ample room for the different branches of the public ser- 
vice for which it was designed, and for many years to come. 
To build such addition would require an additional appro- 
priation of $30,000, with ten per cent. thereon for contin- 
gent expenses. 
‘The letter of Mr. Harmon, received with yours, is here- 
with returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Lewts Cass and Hon. C. E. Stvarr, 
United States Senate. 


Mr. HOWARD. By existing law, for the 
purpose of accommodating three branches of the 
mublic service, to furnish a court-house, custom- 
race and post office, a site has been purchased 


| The old building, which was of considerable value, 


has been taken down, and a contract for a new 
building, according to the old plan, made. The 


| material of the new building is on the ground, and 


| Mr. HOUSTON. 


| such is the necessity for the alteration, the lot 
| being sufficiently large to make the alteration 
without an additional purchase of land, that the 
| Secretary has seen fit to suspend the work for the 
time being. The contract being made, and the 
materials being on the ground, it is believed that 
the damages to be paid for a permanent suspen- 
sion would be more than the cost of the altera- 
tion and enlargement. This amendment simply 
proposes‘to carry out the existing law in the most 
advantageous way. 

{ want to ask whether there 
is One single one of these custom-houses recom- 





mended by the Secretary of the Treasury during 
the last Congress, and for which appropriations 


| were made in pursuance of that recommendation, 


which has not been found deficient—not large 


'| enough, not wide enough, or in some way inap- 


propriate to the business of the place where it is 
situated ? 

Mr. McCARTY. I can answer that question. 
I applied to the Secretary of the Treasury for an 
enlargement of the Oswego custom-house, and 
the Secretary refused to do it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, that is one out of the 
long list of custom-houses and marine hospitals 
that the Secretary of the Treasury has refused 
to recommend an enlargement of. Within the 
last year or two these buildings must have grown 
too little, or the business must have grown very 
rapidly. 
| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PRINGLE, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, offered the following amendment: 


For the completion of the collection of the seventh and 
last volume of the statistics and other information of Indian 
tribes, authorized by the act of 3d Mareh, 1847, and sub 
sequent acts, the sum of $17,200: Provided, That said 
| volume shall be condensed as to embrace aif the material 
now or to be collected, and not inferior in any respect to 
the preceding volumes, and to be completed within two 
years from the passage of this act: And provided Surther, 
hat said compilation shall be subjected, before pubtiea- 
tion, to revision by the Secretary of the Interior, with a view 
to the curtailment in the work of all matters useless, irtel- 





(| evant, or ineonsistent with the objects of the work. 


| 
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Mr. PRINGLE. In explanation, I will say 
that, at the ume the last appropriation was made, 
it was thought that six volumes would contain 
all the materials collected, and in the hands of 
Mr. Schoolcraft; but now it is ascertained that 
there are materials enough, and valuable materials, 
for another volume, which is to be the last. ‘The 
amount to be paid depends somewhat on the 
size of the volume. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [had understood that we had 
passed a law to limiting the number of volumes 
of the work, I believe, five volumes. It was, 
too, on full consideration and consultation with 
the gentleman who himself proposed to make 
this publication, that Congress limited the num- 
ber of volumes. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will refer to the law. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Please have it read. We 
will never get through this kind of thi 
as we propose to give large bounties for them. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. In reply to the inquiry of 
the gentleman from Alabama, I will read that 
portion of the act of 1855. It is: 

“ For the-completion of the collection of the sixth and 
last volume of the statistics and other information of Indian 
tnbes, authorized by the act of 3d Mareh, 1847, and sub 
sequent acts, the sum of 815 200: Provided, That said vol 
ume shall be so condensed us to embrace all the material 
now, or to be, collected, and not inferior in any respect to 
the preceding volumes: 4nd, provided further, ‘That said 
compilation shall be subjected, before publication, to revi- 
sion by the Secretary of the Interior, with a view to the 
eurtailment in the work of all matters useless, irrelevant, or 
inconsistent wiih the objects of the work.”’ 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it will be observed that 
the appropriation made at the last Congress was 
on the express provision that it was to terminate 
this work. 

Mr. PRINGLE. It was thought at the last ses- 
sion that six volumes would complete the work. 
But it is found that there is material enough to 
make another volume. A hundred years hence, 
verhaps, this work will be all that will be left of 
perhaps, tl k will be all that will be left of 
the Indians of this country. I think, therefore, 
the appropriation ought to be made. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I donot know, Mr. Chair- 
man, that it will make any great difference 
whether this amendment be adopted or not. I 
am satisfied, from the manner in which the com- 
mittee is going on, that we will have amendments 
enough to make ten such bills as that reported 


x so long 


from the Committee of Ways and Means. I 


have great anxiety to hurry the bill through in 
some form or other. At the rate we are roing on, 
J am satisfied that it will never become a law; and 
we are spending our time uselessly, in my opin- 
ton, in making these amendments. | 
will hurry on and 
in some shape. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WHITNEY. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

For repairing the Government buildings, store-houses, 
aml wharf, at the quarantine station at the port of New 
York, $40,000, 

I have been myself over the ground, and wit- 
nessed the dilapidated condition of these buildings, 
and | am satisfied that, unless the appropriation 
be made, the Government will be a loser. ‘These 
buildings are for the storage of goods deposited 
at quarantine. The responsibility of their safe- 
keeping falls upon the Government. This appro- 
priation of $40,000 would put these -buildings in 
a good condition, and would be, perhaps, the 
means of saving hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in losses. I trust the committee will agree to the 
~mendiment. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am instructed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to offer 
the following amendment: 

Strike out the following lines of the bill : 

‘To supply deficiencies in the revenue of the Post Office 
Department, 82,250,000. 

That clause has been put in the Post Office 
aeeenios bill, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MOTT. 


ment; 


hope we 


get the bill out of committee 


I offer the following amend- 


To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to enlarge the 
building now in progress of erection, to be used asa custom. | 
house and post office, at Toledo, in the State of Ohio, by the | 
addition of another story, and otherwise, as he shall find | 
expedient, the sum of $20,000, with ten per centum thereon 
for contingencies: Provided, That no part ofthe money shall! 
oe expended until the Secretary of the Treasury shal! have | 
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contracted, on such security as he may approve, for the | 
completion of the said building soto be enlarged, at a sum 
equal to, or less than, the sum heretofore and hereby appro- 
priated. 


I desire that the report of the Committee on 
Ggmmerce shall be read. 

Ihe report was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the 
bill making an additional appropriation for the enlarge- 
ment of the custom. house and post office building at Toledo, 
Ono, report: 

Thatthey have had the matter under consideration, and, 
in view of the recommendations and of the tacts stated in 
the following letter on the subject from the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, they report the bill back again to the House, and 
recommend tts passage. 

Treascny Department, 4pril 11, 1856. 
: T have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
Yh instant, transmitting a bill for an additional appro- 
wiation for the enlargement of the custom-house and post 
ofiice building at Toledo, Ohio. 

in reply thereto, | have to state that the appropriation for 

this work Was 84 
, and thirty-two feet high. 

The Department is of opinion that such a building is 

sarcely large enough to accommodate the different branches 


the public business to be provided for, especially that of | 


the post office, and that an enlargement will be necessary. 
The Department, therefore, is in favor of increasing the 
building by the addition of another story, which will also be 
in an architectural point of view, as all the 
in the immediate vicinity of the custom-house site 
are of greater height than the structure now authorized. 


Po buil 


an advantage 


building 


i sucha 
appropriation of 320,000, with ten per cent. thereon for 
contingencies, ‘4 

I have further to add, that the buildings spoken of as 
overshadowing the site of the custom-house were not in 
existence at the time the plans of the building were pre- 
pared. ‘This fact is an evidence of the rapid growth of the 
cily. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. I. B. Wasunrrne, 

merce, House af Representatives. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


the amendment by adding: 


I move to amend 


Provided, That no future appropriation shall be made for 


the work. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
that amendment 
Congress will pay the slightest attention to an 
such proviso. This custom-house at ‘Toledo is 
forty feet long by some thirty-odd_ in breadth, 
and thirty feet high. 
propriated to build it, and now it is proposed to 
raise it another story, and an appropriation of 
$20,000, with ten per cent. extra, isasked for that 
purpose. [t seems to me that the sum is rather 


disproportionate to the work proposed to be done. | 
I hope the proviso proposed by the gentleman | 


will not be adopted, for it will be uscless to pre- 
vent future Congresses from making further ap- 
propriations, 

The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BALL. [| am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds to offer the 
following amendment: 

To enable the Secretary of the Interior to purehase five 
hundred burial lots in the Congressional Burying-Ground, 
asum not exceeding $5,000: Provided, The same be ex- 
pended in the construction of an iron fence on the north 
side of said burial-ground. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MOTT. I offer the following amendment: 

To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to enlarge the 


building now in progress of erection, to be used as a custom- 


house and post office, at Toledo, in the State of Ohio, by 
the addition of another story, and otherwise, as he may find 
it expedient, the suin of $19,500, with ten per cent. thereon 
for contingencies: 
propriated until the Secretary shall have contracted, on such 
securities as he may approve, for the completion of said 
building, so enlarged, at a sum equal to, or less than, the 
amount heretofore and hereby appropriated. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


ought to be inserted, and I hold the amendment 
to be out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair has already 
decided that, in his opinion, this was a bill made 


| up of many and various miscellaneous items, and 
that it was not material that an amendment, if | 
in order, should be offered to any particular par- | 


agraph. F ; 
Mr. JONES. That isa very strange decision. 


|| I think this amendment ought to have been pro- | 
art of the bill where such build- | 


posed at that 


ings are provided for. We are now on appro- 


000, for a building of forty-five by sixty | | 


third story would require an additional | 


Chairman of Committee on Com- 


I do not see much good in | 
of the gentleman from Ohio, | 
{Mr. Campsetr.] I have no idea that any future | 


Last year $40,000 was ap- | 


Provided, The money shall not be ap- | 


We have passed | 
the portion of the bill where this amendment | 


toa bill of a miscellaneous character like 
|| 18 not necessary that it should be on th 
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| 
| 


| completed under the direction of the Commissioner 
| dian Affairs. 


L GLOBE. 


een in reference to the surveys of the public 
ands; and surely this amendment has nothj : 
to do with that subject. ng 


The CHAIRMAN. In offering an amendmen: 


this, it 


: : e Sa 
subject as the paragraph after which it is inserted 
he amendment was agreed to. oo 
Mr. BILLINGHURST. I offer the followine 
amendment by direction of the Committee on |p, 
dian Affairs: 


To extend and complete the Anoka and Mille Lae », 
to the intersection of the road from Crow Wing to Knit 
Portage, $2,500. , _ 


To extend and complete the road from Crow 
Knife Portage, $8,000. 

To extend and complete the road from Leech Creek 
Pembina, $12,000: Provided, Said roads be continued nt 


of In. 


Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order 
The amendment is not germane to this bill. It jg 
not in order to this portion of the bill which re. 
lates to the public lands of the Government. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there any law autho. 
izing this work ? 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. It is in pursuangy 
of law and treaty stipulation. The roads hay 
been commenced, and these appropriations ar 
required for their completion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If it is in pursu- 
ance of Indian treaty, why were not the appro- 
priations made in the Indian appropriation }jl}: 

The CHAIRMAN. This isa miscellaneous 
bill, and contains appropriations in regard to ql. 
most every subject. 

Mr. PHELPS. If this amendment be for tiie 
purpose of carrying out ont stipulations with 
the Indians, it cannot be embraced in this bil. 
There is an express rule on the subject, that no 
money for the purpose of carrying outa treaty 


Wing to 


'| stipulation shall be embraced in one of the general 


*reccraies bills. 
Mr. BILLINGHURST. I call attention to the 
following letter from the Commissioner of Indian 


Affairs: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Orrice INDIAN Arrairs, February 19, 1856. 
Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 14th instant, asking for a copy of the report of 


| William McAboy, special agent of this office for the cop- 


struction of certain roads in the Territory of Minnesota, 
provided for by the thiréParticle of the treaty concluded 2 
ebruary, 1855, with the Mississippi Chippewas, and of the 
estimate appended thereto; also for the opinion of the De- 
partment, as to the propriety and necessity of continuing 
the construction of the road as recommended by him. 

In compliance with your request, I transmit herewitha 
copy of the report and estimate referred to. 

I have no hesitation in expressing the opinion, that, inde- 
pendent of the benefits which the Indians and the citizens 
of the Territory of Minnesota would derive from the con- 
struction of the roads recommended by Mr. MeAboy, the 
Government would thereby, in a few years, save, in the 


| transportation of goods and provisions, &c., more thanits 
| estimated said roads will cost. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE W. MANYPENNY, Commissioner. 
Hon. H. M. Rice, House of Representatives. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the point is well taken; and, unless there 
be an existing law authorizing the appropriation, 
will rule the amendment out of order. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. I was mistaken in 
supposing there was an existing law authorizing 
these appropriations. 1 am, however, informed 
by the Delegate from the Territory of Minnesota 
that appropriations have been made for the work— 
that it has been commenced, and that this money 
is required for its completion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

Mr. TYSON offered the following amené- 
ment: 


For furnishing and ornamenting the Capitol with such 
works of art as may be ordered and approved by the joint 
Committee on the Library, to be placed in either wing 
the Capitol when ready for their reception, $20,000. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I doubt the propriety © 
making that appropriation now. hose new 
wings of the Capitol will not be completed cer 
tainly before the next Congress, and think we 
should not make such an appropriation as this 8° 
long in advance. 

r. SMITH, (of Virginia.) I rise to a ques 
tion of order. The amendment is not germane 
to the a priation under consideration. 

The CHATRMAN . So faras being germene 
to the bill is concerned, the Chair holds shat he 
cannot sustain the point of order. 
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\t. SMITH. 1 ask if there is any law au- 
thorizing ! 


it? 
The CHAIRMAN. If there be an existing 
law, or if the appropriation 1s for a contingency 
in carrying out works already in progress, the 
Chair holds the amendment to be in order. 

Mr. TYSON. It is for carrying out an exist- 

ino wo 
"aes MeMULLIN, T appeal to the committee 
to know if they are going to appropriate $20,000 
for the purpose of purchasing ornaments for a 
building which cannot be used for two years to 
‘ome? 
a. PHELPS. The object of the amendment, 
I suppose, is this: to permit the Joint Committee 
on the Library to expend this much money in 
rocuring works of art to be placed in the Capitol 
extension. These works of art could be pro- 
eyred under the general appropriation for the 
building of the Capitol, and expended in that 
way. lam more willing to trust the Committee 
on the Library, than to trust the architect of the 
Capito! extension. 

Mr. McMULLIN. It seems to me that this 
is expending money in advance of the time when 
itis needed. [do not suppose that these wings 
of the Capitol will be prepared for use before 
next December twelve months. I ask gentlemen | 
if they suppose that the Congress of the United 
States will occupy those wings before the time I 
have indicated? Why, then, not let the next 
Congress make this appropriation? 1 hope the 
gentleman will withdraw the amendment, and 
not insist upon It. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to reduce | 
the appropriation $5,000. It seems to me that it 
would not be very good policy to authorize a 
committee of this Congress to superintend the 
preparation of works of art for ornamenting this 
Capitol. This joint committee will expire and 
go out of existence on the 4th of March next. 
The present committee, strictly speaking, will 
go out upon the adjournment of this session; but 
the probability is, | may say almost certainty, that | 
they will, if they live, be reappointed next ses- 
sion, but at furthest they cannot continue after 
the 4th of March next. 

Now, sir, it will not be possible to have any 
work of artexecuted by that time. Again, sir, the 
superintendent of the extension of these wings || 
of the Capitol is now in the course of execution 
of various works of art, to be placed in different 
arts of those wings for ornaments. They are |! 
lait executed in sheds north of the Capitol, and | 
some of them are very superior specimens of art. 

Mr. PRINGLE. What do you think of the 
‘« Back woodsman ?”’ 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman asks my opin- 
ion about one piece which represents a pioneer 
in a new country chopping down atree. I say I || 
do not think that that is a very good specimen. 
The model only is there, but they have not yet | 
commenced to put it into marble. I do not think 
that the model is a good representation of the 
idea intended to be conveyed by it; though per- 
haps lam nota judge. 1 do not think the work 
was conceived or made by one acquainted with 
pioneer life, 

But there are other works there. One repre- 
sents the ‘* Mechanic,”’ in his working garb, 
with his tools by him. That, according to my 
judgment, isa superior work of the kind. That 
work is finished. There are others in plaster, 
not yet put into marble. One representing an 
Indian chieftain in full costume; another repre- | 
senting ‘* Education;’’ another ‘* Hope,’’ &c. | 
Among these various works of art there are sev- | 
eral which, | think, are very superior works of | 
their kind. And I have no doubt that most of 
them will be well executed; and perhaps it | 
would be better to leave them, and all others of a | 
similar character, under the direction of the Su- | 
perintendent of Public Buildings, than to place || 
them under the direction of the Joint Committee | 
on the Library, which will exist at longest but || 
five or six months. | 

| 


j 








Mr. FLORENCE. The argument of the gen- 
tleman overreaches itself. He says that the pre- 
paration of these works require sometime. The | 
Joint committee, the gentleman says, expires with | 
this Congress. Now the joint committee, or | 
any committee, is perpetual, so far as itself is | 
concerned. 


Mr. JONES. No, sir. 
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‘else than that about it. 


Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman says that 
is not so. Then, if the joint committee is au- 
thorized to make this contract with the artists, 
the superintendent having charge of the work 
can, for the purpose of accomplishing the sug- 
gestion contained in my colleague's amendment, 
take his authority from the Committee on the | 
Library. 

Now, sir, it seems to me peculiarly proper, 


| just at this time, if it is considered proper by the 
| House or by the committee to make an appro- 


priation in order to procure these works of art, 
that we should make it now; for by the time 
these works can be executed, the wings will be 
advanced towards completion, and the orna- 
ments can be better placed then than when the 
buildings are further advanced. 

The question that is now presented to the com- 
mittee is as to the utility of this thing—the neces- 
sity of it. Ought it to be done? And if it be 
declared that it ought, then, in my judgment, this 
is the time when the appropriation should be 
made for that purpose. For months past there 
have been in execution, in a building north of the 
Capitol, very beautiful work #of art—works very 
creditable to the genius of the persons engaged 
upon them; whether they are native or foreign 
artists, | do not know. They are all very beau- 
tiful, with the exception, perhaps, of that statue 
representing frontier-life. I have not been ever 
engaged in frontier-life myself, except about the 
borders of my own district, and | know little 
But Ido know some- 
thing of mechanics, and recollect some school-life 
scenes, and I say that all these models presented 
themselves to my mind as very beautiful, and 
quite true to the characters intended to be repre- 
sented. I trust the proposition of my colleague 


| will prevail. 


Mr. JONES withdrew his amendment. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Tyson’s 
amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am instructed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to offer 


| the following amendment: 


In line two hundred and sixty strike out the word “ six,”’ 
and insert the word * eight ;°’ so as to make the paragraph 
read as follows : 

For annual repairs of the Capitol, water-closets, public 
stables, water-pipes, pavements, and other walks within the 
Capitol square, broken glass and locks, $8,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BALL. I am directed by the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds to offer the | 
following amendment: ‘ 

For the payment of laborers employed in shoveling snow 


from the waiks to and around the Capitol, the President’s 
House, and other public buildings, #500. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CUMBACK. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

For erecting cast-iron lamp posts and lighting the same 
with gas from the western termination of Pennsylvania 
avenue, through Bridge and High streets in Georgetown, 
$4,000: Provided, The cost of the same shall not exceed 
the price paid for those now in use by the Governmen: on 
Pennsylvania avenue. 

I offer this amendment by the unanimous in- 
struction of the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. I think it is highly important and 
should be adopted. I do not desire to take up the 
time of the committee in further explanation. It 
is offered at the request of the people of George- 
town, and by the unanimous consent of the Com- 


| mittee for the District of Columbia. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It seems to me that 
there is no propriety or justice whatever in this 
amendment. It is for lighting streets outside of 
this city, and not leading to any of the public 
buildings. Nor is it claimed, as with Washing- 
ton, that it belongs to this Government. It was 
a town laid off before the District was located 
here; and if we are toextend gas-light to George- 


town at the expense of the Government, | ask | 


for what public purpose is it done? 

Mr. CUMBACK. This amendment provides 
for the lighting of the continuation of Pennsyl- 
vania avenue through the city of Georgetown. 


It is well known that there are a great many for- 


eign ministers and members of Congress resident 
in Georgetown; and I think it of as much im- 
ortance that the streets of that town should be 
fighted as that the avenue leading to the navy- 
ard should be lighted, where there are no public 
buildings. 
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| — - rea a ° : 
|| Mr. JONES. Why, sir, Pennsylvania avenue 


| is now lighted west as far as the bridge across 

Rock creek; and this amendment is to carry the 
system over Into Georgetown, and there light the 
streets. | can see no propriety in that. The next 
application will be to pave and light all the streets 
of that town. 

Mr. TRAFTON called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected, 

Mr. WALBRIDGE moved toamend theclause, 
‘* For purchase of books for library at the exee- 
utive mansion, to be expended under the direction 
of the President of the United States, $250,” by 
adding the following: 


The difference between the amount paid to the several 

principal accountants of the General Land Office and §1 400 

| per annum, as contemplated for such service by the act of 

July 4, 1836, reorganizing that office, shall be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a point of order. 
That amendment provides for independent legis- 
lation, and is therefore out of order. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. Before the Chair decides 
the point of order, I desire to have a communi- 
cation read. 

Mr. LETCHER. No, sir; let the Chair decide 
the question of order, and I imagine there will be 
no necessity for having the communication read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the point of order is well taken, and that the 
amendment is out of order. 


Mr. ZOLLICOFFER offered the following 


amendment: 


For the repair of dams constructed by the Government tn 
| the Cumberland river, $50,000 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. That amendment 

| is not in order. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, I should like to know 
upon what ground? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will state the ground. 
I can see very good reasons why the improve- 
ment which the gentleman from ‘Tennessee pro- 
poses to authorize ought to be made. But let me 
say to the friends of internal improvement meas- 
ures in this House, that, if we begin by attaching 
one improvement of this kind, we shall have 
every bill which has been reported in the House 
for the improvement of rivers and harbors at- 
tached to this civil appropriation bill. [hope the 
gentleman from Tennessee will not insist on his 
amendment. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. The committee will 
recollect that the Government ufdertook to con- 

| struct this work, and it has never been comple- 
| ted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If the gentleman insists 
upon his amendment, I must insist upon my ques- 
tion of order. There is no existing law author- 

| izing the appropriation. 
| Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. There is an existing 
law. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The amendment is not 
germane to the bill, and for various other reasons 
it is not in order. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Iassure the committee 
that there is an existing law, and that the amend- 
ment is germane to the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that the 
amendment is for continuing a work already com- 
menced by the Government, and is, therefore, in 

| order. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well; now bring on 
| your river and harbor bills. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should like to 
know of my colleague when the last appropria- 
tion was made by the Government for this work? 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. In 1834. I have hege 
'a communication from the topographical bureau, 

saying that the work has never been finished. I 
have statements from steamboat captains on that 
river, saying that the dams have broken through, 
and that the water is washing their banks. My 
colleague well knows that this is an important 
work. The commerce of that river is very val- 
uable, and there is much danger of this important 
work being destroyed. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I should like to see the 

\| law authorizing this appropriation. I am not 
\| aware of the existence of any such law. ‘I ap? 
peal from the decision of the Chair. ; 

The question, * Shall the decision of the Chair 
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stand as the judgment of the committee ?”? was 
taken; and it was decided in the negative. 


So the decision of the Chair was overruled, | 


and the amendment decided to be ‘out of order. 


Mr. BALL, from the Committee on Public 
Pyildines and Grounds, offered the following 
amendment: 

For the purchase of a lot, and the erection of a building, 
for the keeper of the upper bridge over the Eastern Branch 
of the Potomac, $1,500. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Thatamendment 
certainly is not in order. There is no law au- 
thorizing this appropriation. 

Mr. BALL. There is certainly a great ne- 
cessity for the work. 

The CHAIRMAN. The 


amendment to be out of order. 


Chair rules the 
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Mr. GILBERT moved to amend the clause, | 


‘*For repairs of the Potomac, navy yard, and 


upper bridges, $11,000,”’ by adding the following: | 


And the further sum of $192,000 for the erection of a 
main pier or break water, and for an ice-breaker at the 
harbor of Cape Vincent, on the St. Lawrence river, in 
pursuance of the report of Howard Stansbury, captain 
topographical engineers, submitted to the War Departinent 
February 12, 1853. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
That amendment certainly is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, moved to strike out 
the following clause from the bill: 

For finishing the portico and entrance of the west wing 
of the Patent Oifice building, te pay the reservations due, 
put up iron railing, and lay down the necessary flagging 
and pavements, $150,000. 

For construction of a sewer in Judiciary square, $6,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
I am instructed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to offer the following amendment: 

After the words, “* for purchase of one dozen iron settees 
for La Fayette square, 175,” add as follows: 

For repairs of water pipes, $500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 
bill, the following: 
For repairing old portion of the Patent Office building, 


constructing water-closets therein, and casual repairs of the 
east wing of said building, 34,000. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. 
for moving to strike it out? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The appropriation was 
made in the defitiency bill. The Secretary says 
he does not want it, and we are indisposed to 
give him more than he asks for. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BALL. I am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds to offer the 
following amendment: 


For public reservation Number two, and La Fayette 
square, #3,000. 


What is the reason 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BALL. [am instructed by the same com- 
mittee to offer the following amendment: 


For taking care of the grounds south of the President’s 
House, continuing the improvements of the same, and 
keeping them in order, $1,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BALL. Iam instructed by the same com- 
mittee to offer the following amendment: 


I rise to a question of order. 


Mr. Chairman, | 


I move to strike from the | 


For rebuilding Franklin engine-house, including the pur- 


chase of suitable lot, &e., $5,000. 


Mr. LETCHER., Is the amendment in order? 
It is for the purchase of a new site and the erec- 
tion of a new building. 

‘he CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 
whether it is proposed to rebuild on the present 
lot occupied by the engine-house, or to build on 
another and a new lot? 

Mr. BALL, At the last session of Congress, 
ap appropriation was made for the purpose of 
taking down and removing edaurinn henna from 
the let of ground it now occupies. When the 
house is pulled down, the fire apparatus of the 
company will be without shelter. It has been 
purchased for the Government, with an arrange- 
ment with the company. ‘This amendment is for 


the construction of a house to shelter the com- | 


pan y ‘s apparatus, 
The CHAIRMAN, 
amendment tase in order. 


| Mr. LETCHER. 1 call for tellers on the 
| amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. StRANAHAN 
| and FLorence were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 74, noes 52. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLLOWAY. Lam instructed by the 
Committee on Agriculture to offer the following 
amendment: 

Strike out the words, * for the collection of agricultural 
statistics, and procuring and distributing cuttings and seeds, 
$25,000,” and in licu thereof insert as follows : 

For collection of agricultural statistics, investigation for 
promoting agricultural and rural economy, and procurement 
and distribution of cuttings and seeds, $75,000; to be ex- 
pended under the direction of tie Commissioner of Patents. 

The committee proposing to appropriate for 
this purpose such amountas could be judiciously 
expended, they called upon the Commissioner of 
Patents, who made outa statement of the amount 
which could be thus appropriated; and he divided 
it in this manner: $35,000 for the purchase of 
seeds and cuttings; $15,000 to be expended for 
procuring sugar cane from the West Indies, for 
the purpose of supplying those portions of our 
country where the sugar cane has been cut off; 
$13,000 for the purchase of seeds at an early day, 
so that members of Congress may be enable to 
receive them in time for distribution for early sow- 
ing next spring 
examination of those insects which are destruct- 
ive of the crops of the country—such as cotton, 
tobacco, wheat, and other cereal grains; $4,500 to 


rr 


this country—that great crop which lies at the 


foundation of the agricultural prosperity of this | 
’ 


| country, and which has never yet received any 


care from the Government; $3,000 to be expended | 


in a chemical analysis of the soils of the country; 
| making in all, $75,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the amendment, the following proviso: 


Provided, That nove of the seeds or cuttings purchased 
shall be distributed to members of Congress. 


The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I move to amend the 
amendment, by adding the following proviso: 

Provided, That such cuttings and seeds shall be distrib- 
uted to State agricuitural societies. 

Mr. KUNKEL. [hope the gentleman will also 
put in his amendment the words ‘‘ and county,”’ 


so as to read, ‘* State and county agricultural | 


societies. ¥ 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. 
modification. 
the manner in which these seeds and cuttings are 

| distributed. I think that the experience which 
we have had must convince us that an appropri- 
ation of $75,000 for the purchase of seeds and 
cuttings is essentially a waste of the public 
money. 


I will accept that 


pose the people of the United States have derived 
| $10,000 worth of seeds which were novelties. 
We have seeds coming to us with French names; 
we have seeds the products of which are intended 
to beautify the Londen or to advance horticulture, 
but which present no novelty whatever. Now it 
is proposed to appropriate $75,000. If itis to be 
appropriated, let the product of it be distributed 


| counties, are associated together for the purpose 
of promoting a knowledge of agriculture; and if 
that were done, I have no doubt that it would 
produce areform in this branch of the public 


expenditure, when the people see what they get || 


for their money—ten times as great as would be 
produced by giving this branch of patronage to 


|| members of Congress. 


The Chair rules the 


I do not know that the remarks I make about | 


| this matter will at all impress the House more 
than they did when I ae similar remarks upon 
a former occasion. I see my friend here, [Mr. 
| Benson,] the ‘* knight-errant’’ of agriculture, is 
ready to pitch in again. [Laughter. 


/money; but if it is to beexpended [ want to give 
| it the direction which I think will result in the 
greatest amount of good. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If I understand the amend- 
ment of the gentleman, there is one part of it to 
which lam opposed. I agree with him in the 
general object. Ido not think we ought to have 


among those persons who, in the States and | 


I do not | 
| think this a judicious expenditure of the public 


| 
| 
! 


BE. 


| cleties, members of Congress will b 
| designate the counties and send the 
| selves. 





; $12,000 to be employed in the || 





I move to add to |! 


| have a word to say in regard to | 


Ido not myself believe that, from the | 
$50,000 appropriated last year for the same pur- | 





| tribute those seeds and cuttings very much better 
| than the 


| tlemen 


: os || of my time. 
| be expended in the examination of the grasses of | on 


| bution be left where it now is, the result will be 
| that every member will distribute them; for if 
| some members do so, others will be obliged to do 
| $0 to satisfy their constituents. 


| is Infinitely preferable to that. 


| ous county agricultural societies of the different 





| many counties, and some States, where there 
| no agricultural societies at all; and, therefore 


| Inequality. 
| adopt the amendment of the gentleman from Ken- 




























































August 








8, 
uting seeds 
amendment 
as State 80- 
€ obliged to 
mo 
I therefore prefer that his ith a 
should stand as it was before he acce ted the 
modification suggested by the gentleman fro : 
Pennsylvania. Let them go to the State agric i. 
tural societies. Then the Commissioner of Pat. 
ents will send them to the officers of those soe; r 
ties, and they will distribute them. - 
Mr. BENSON. Will the gentleman fo 
North Carolina yield to me a moment? 7 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I will. 
Mr. BENSON. I wish to say that, 
the distribution of these seeds 
exactly in the way. propoee by the amendment 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, if members of 
Congress see fit to have it so toon There are 


are 


» to 
y dis. 


thrown upon us the trouble of distrib 
and cuttings; but if he includes in his 
county agricultural societies as wel} 


Practically, 
may be made just 


some sections members of Congress ma 


can be distributed in the mode pointed 
oe gentleman from Kentucky. So that 
eer remains as it is now, all that gen- 
1ave to do who desire to have their seedg 
and cuttings distributed as proposed by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, is to give the names of 
the county and State agricultural societies to the 
Commissioner of Patents. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I cannot yield any more 
I differ with the gentleman from 
Members of Congress have more im- 
portant duties to perform than the distribution 
of seeds and cuttings. At least one third of my 
time is taken up in doing what any clerk in the 
Departments could quite as well. I hope, there- 
fore, that the distribution of seeds will be turned 
over to the agricultural societies, or somebod 
else. If the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Benson] be acted on, that the distri- 


out by t 
if the s 


Then, again: if 
one member sends seeds to the State agricultural 
societies, and another does not, there would be 
I hope, therefore, the House will 


tucky, and so leave us to attend to the regular 
Leaeteisie of the country. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will the gentle- 
man from Kentucky withdraw his amendment, 
so that I may offer another? 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. No; I prefer to ad- 
here to it. ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL. ‘Then I hope it will be 
voted down. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move a proviso requir- 
ing the seeds to be distributed among the county 
societies. 

Mr. KUNKEL. I think the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, just voted down, 


M.. CAMPBELL. My amendment proposes 
that these seeds and cuttings shall be distributed 
by the Commissioner of Patents among the vari- 


States of this Union. My reason for that is this: 
that, if you make the distribution to the State 
societies, the particular localities where the Siate 
agricultural societies meet will receive the benefit; 
but if the distribution is made throughout the 
different counties, all will have an equal chance 
to test the merits of the seeds thus distributed. I 
regard it as important that the distribution should 
be made as general as possible among the agri- 
cultural parts of the Union, And I know of no 
means, of no instrumentalities, through which 
the distribution can be made on terms of greater 
equality, or which will promise more beneficial 
results, than through those societies which the 
farmers and mechanics have established in the 
different counties of the States. , 

It is said, | know, and will be said in oppos!- 
tion to my amendment, that there are counues 
where no agricultural societies have been estab- 
lished. Admitted. The very fact, that the Gen- 
eral Government proposes to give facilities for 
the promotion of the great agricultural interests 
of the country—the greatest of all other national 





.8 


feeds 
ment 
C 80- 
d to 
hem. 
ment 
l the 
rom 
icul. 
Pat. 


Cle. 


’ 


rom 


lly, 
just 
ent 
3 of 
are 
are 
» to 
dis. 
tter 
ited 
lat, 
en- 
eds 
ens 
of 
the 


wew ewe & Ww 





1856. 








aerests—may induce these laggards to come up; men have not given proper attention to this mat- | 
| hold, that those agricultural societies have || ter. I am as much in favor of encouraging agri- || 
ane more to develop the great natural resources || culture as any gentleman in this Hall. If you || 
ihe country, than have all other combinations || please, I will vote for a model farm to be under || 
sombined. This, sir, will tend to ae as a || the charge of Mr. Browne; but, Mr. Chairman, 
veomium to the agriculturists of the differentcoun- || I do object to the appropriation of this $75,000 || 
as so much money wasted. 


Mr. HOLLOWAY. Iam satisfied, Mr. Chair- | 


“ Vembers of Congress have immense labor in || 
che distribution of seeds among their constituents. | 


They do not know, half the time, where to send || given to this question. I am surprised that gen- 


them. , wo) 
~ ‘amendment requiring the Commissioner of || thirty, or forty, or fifty, or seventy-five thousand 
Patents to send the Patent Office reports in the || dollars for the encouragement and promotion of | 
came way, to the mechanical and agricultural } this great interest, which has been declared by 
gocivties of the different counties. It would re- || almost every President to be the foundation of | 
eve members of great labor. It would relieve || our prosperity, and paramount to every other 
chem, too, from the charge of partiality, because || interest. You have expended more money for 
there are not enough given to each member to || carpets to cover this floor than you have during 
supply his constituents with them, and members 1] ; 
are often charged with partiality in the distribu- || ment of agricultural improvement. You have | 
tion. I think there ought to be some reformation || expended more money for pictures for the fo- | 
in this system. tunda—more money for beautifying the grounds | 
The idea of members electioneering by means || around this Capitol, than has ever been expended | 
of Patent Office reports, or the distribution of || by you to foster this interest on which depends, 
seeds, I look upon as ridiculous; and I insist that || in the largest degree, our national prosperity. 
the true principle of distribution is to send them This subject has never received from Congress | 
to the different counties, wherever they are organ- || the consideration that it was entitled to, for the | 
ized throughout the country. 
Mr. GRANGER. If this amount is to be ex- |! pursuits have not occupied seats on this floor. 
pended for seed, the seed ought to be distributed | fs 
through the farming interests of the country, and | 
there is no Way so well adapted as the present. || thisinterest than in manufactures and commerce 
Now, sir, | object to the seed being sent to the | combined. Yet there has not been one tithe of 
acricultural societies of the States. 
representatives from every district in the United 
States, with the franking privilege. Every mem- 
ber knows which of his neighbors deserves these 
seed. Every one is interested in it, and I| think | 


| been appropriated for either of the other interests. 
| I hope, therefore, looking to the importance of 
the question, that the amendment of the gentle- 


itis the duty of every one to attend toit. Asto || original amendment will be agreed to. 
the idea of want of time, I repudiateit. This is || The question was takenon Mr.H Marsnatu’s | 


part of our business, and we will be better em- | 
ployed in this way than we can be in any other. || agreed to. 
Mr. LEITER. I movetostrike out ‘*$75,000,” || Mr. BOWIE. I move to reduce the appropri- 
and insert ** $25,000. ”’ || ationto one cent. Mr. Chairman, | am, perhaps, 
The motion was not agreed to. || as much in favor of the agricultural interést of the 
Mr. WOODWORTH. I believe there has been || country as any man in this House, or anywhere 
an appropriation of $30,000 made previously || else. t profecs to be an agriculturist; I am pretty 
during this session of Congress. extensively engaged in agriculture; but, sir, when 
Mr. BENSON. That was for a deficiency for || I see attempts like this, to smuggle in, under a pre- 
the last year. tense of the advancement of agriculture, a direct 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to reduce || fraud on the public Treasury, Lhold it to be my 
the appropriation to $5,000. [ do not propose to | duty,asa friend of this great interest, to expose it. 
take up the time of the committee by occupying || It is not known, 
the five minutes to which I am entitled; but, sir, 
I am amazed at the proposition which is before 
the committee. Whatcan gentlemen be thinking 
of? Why, sir, the Government will have to pro- | 
vide buildings—it will have to provide granaries 
and servants to take caré of them. Seventy-five 
thousand dollars for the purchase of seeds and 
cuttings! Why, sir, at this rate, the Govern- | 
ment will soon be called on to furnish all the seeds || 





and found them to be absolutely good for nothing. 
Men here make it their business to speculate on 
the Patent Office, and sell it worthless seed. No 
man will sell to the Government genuine seed that 


they purchase at a high price, put up in beautiful 
packages, and send throughout the country; and 


the farmers want for their farms! || 80 help me God! I have known very few of them, || 


The amendment to the amendment was not || when planted, everagain to make their appearance 
agreed to. || above ground. [Great laughter.]} 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move to | 
strike out **$75,000,’’ and insert ‘* $50,000.” 

Mr. GREEN WOOD. 
amendment. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The amendment to the amendment was not 





the Government by these seed men and nursery 
I ask for tellers on that |} men about Washington. Men here who have 
bushels of old worthless seed—turnip, cabbage, 
and seed of like sort—sell them to the Patent 
Office, and they are then put up and sent abroad. 
agreed to. I am in favor of the original sum reported by the 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I move to strike out || committee forthe purchase of good seed; but when 
** $75,000,” and insert. ** ¢30,000.°’ 1 just want || $75,000 is asked to be put into the pockets of these 
to say, that since Congress commenced to make | seed men, who make it their business to cheat 
these appropriations they have grown from $500 || Mr. Mason, the Commissioner of Patents, I will 
& year to $75,000. Last year, 1 remember, Con- || not vote for it. I am utterly opposed to it. I 
gress gave $25,000, and that was a vast increase || know that, in nine cases out of ten, the seed 1 
on what had before been given; but in the de- || have planted myself, and which I distributed to 
ficiency bill of the present session, you have || others to plant, never came up. I am opposed 
increased the amount for last year by adding || to the appropriation. 

0,000 to it; and now, you propose to appro- Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am op- 
priate for this agricultural bureau, or whatever || posed to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Sort of a bureau you may choose to call it,a sum Marviand, and call for a vote. 
exceeding the entire appropriation for last year. The amendment to the amendment was dis- 
Sir, if you want an agricultural bureau for this ed to. 

Government, why, make an agricultural bureaw. Mr, HICKMAN. I move to increase the ap- 
You can have a labor school, a model farm, and || propriation $25,000, so as to make it $100,000. 
anything almost in the shape of agricultare, the amendment was di ed to. 

carried on for less than seventy-five thousand Mr. LEITER. I offer the following as a sub- 
dollars a year.. Here you are. ap ropriating || stitute for the amendment: 

$75,000 for sending cotton seeds into i, as 





for sending dandelions and johnny-jump-ups over 
the country. hen) : fa ie 


{Laughter.] I submit that geritle- 
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the existence of the Government for the advance- || 


| reason that men who were engaged in agricultural | 
culture, and there is more capital employed in | 


Here are || the money appropriated for its benefit that has | 


man from Kentucky will be rejected, and that the | 


amendment to the amendment; and it was dis- | 


erhaps, to members of this | 
House, that seeds furnished by the Patent Office | 
are utterly worthless. | have tried them for years, | 


when planted will come up. This miserable seed | 


I believe that enormous frauds are committed on | 


That the sum of $75,000 be, and the same is hereby, ap- 
propriated for the improvement of agriculture in the States, 
the saine to be distributed by the Commissioner of Patents 





alte 








among the States according fo their representaticn in this 
House, to be paid to the treasurers of the States respect 
ively, and to be distributed by énactment of the respective 
Legislatures of the States for improvement in agriculture, 
and for no other purpose. 


_ Mr. STANTON. I move to amend, by strik- 
ing out ** $75,000,”’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
** $24,000."’ I-would be zlad if the chairman of 


‘has h of id son } ; the Committee on Agriculture would tell me what 
man, a enough Cc consideration has not yeen 1] amount the Commissioner of Patents recom- 


'| mends? 


Andjf it were in order, I would propose || tlemen at this day talk of the extravagance of || \tr. HOLLOWAY. Seventy-five thousand 


| dollars. 

Mr. BRANCH. I would like to know of the 
chairman of the committee how much of that 
amount the Commissioner recommends to be ex- 
pended for seeds and cuttings, and how mach for 
investigations to be prosecuted by the Commis- 
sioner, or others under his direction? 

Mr. HOLLOWAY. I will send to the Clerk, 
to be read, a letter of the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents, which will answer the gentleman’s inquiry. 

The letter was read, and is as follows: 

Unstrep States Patent Orrice, 
June 25, 1856. 

GentLemen: If the Committee of Ways and Means 
have not provided in the civil and diplomatic bill, About to 
be introduced into the House, sufficient funds for the agri- 
eultural branch of this office, for the collection of agricul- 
tural statistics, investigations for the improvement of agri- 
culture and rural economy, and the procurement and dis- 


| 


our fifths of our population are engaged in agri- || tribution of cuttings and seeds, should it be the pleasure of 


your committee, I would suggest that they recommend to 
|| the said committee an appropriation of $75,000 ; $35,000 of 
which can be expended for the procurement and distribu- 
f'tion of cuttings and seeds, including the payment of the 
|| operative force within the office ; $13,000 for the purchase 
|| of seeds early next year ; $12,000 for investigations in fruits 
|, and insects ; $4,500 for investigations in cereals and grasses ; 
|| $3,500 for meteorology, and $2,000 for investigations in 
|| agricultural chemistry. 
I have no doubt, from the benefits which have already 
been derived from the appropriations in years past for simi- 
|| lar purposes, that the above named sum could be advan- 
tageously expended in furtherance of the general objects 
under consideration, and to the satisfaction of the coantry. 
| Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| CHAS. MASON, Commissioner. 
|| Committee on Agriculture, House of Representatives. 


|| Mr. BRANCH. Twenty-two thousand dol- 
| lars, then, are appropriated for investigations in 

|| one form or another, 

|| ‘The question was taken upon Mr. Sranton’s 

|, amendment to the amendment; and it was not 
|| agreed to. 

Mr. BLISS. I move to amend by adding the 
following proviso: 

Provided, That the Commissioner shall report to Con- 
|| gress the various kinds and amount of seeds purchased, or 
to be purchased, under this appropriation, and the cost of 
| the same. 
|| I have offered this amendment, not for the 
pespene of making a speech, but in good faith, 
|| hoping that it will be adopted, for I know that 
|} the complaint stated by the gentleman from 

Maryland, and others, in reference to the char- 
acter of these seeds, are to a great extent well 
|| founded. I know it is so from my own obser- 
vation, and from the seeds I have distributed, 
Mr. HOLLOWAY. I accept the amendment. 
|| Mr. RUST. I suggest, too, that the amendment 

should specify the person from whom purchased 
| the place where, and the price paid. 
| Mr. HOLLOWAY. T henet the modification 
| suggested by the gentleman from Arkansas. 
| Mr. LETCHER. I hope we may get beyond 
| this point, and dispose of this bill soon. I have 
| taken no part in this discussion, because I do not 
| profess to be much of a farmer. All that I know 
| about these seeds is, that I sent home to my con- 
| stituents what was said to be tobacco seed from 
| Cuba, and when it was sown it came up mullen. 
{Laughter. 

Now I hope we shall get beyond this point, 
and soon reach the end of this bill. My friends 
'over the way seem to be very much concerned 
| about the distribution of these seeds. I do not 
think that they need give themselves any trouble, 
| for I very much doubt whether many gentlemen 
on the other side will ever get back here again, 
according to my reading of the signs of the times 
‘coming up from old Kentucky. Their places 
| will be supplied by others. 

Mr. CUMBAC . Look at Iowa, for instance. 

Mr. LETCHER. Wait till you hear from In- 
dinna and Ohio. 

Mr. STANTON. I understood the gentleman 
to say that the tobacco seed came up mullen? 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 only know what I was 
told. 


| 
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Mr. STANTON. I want to inquire of the 


THE CONGRE 





recommend that an appropriation be made by law of $15,000 


gariieman from Virginia if it is not the case that | 
i 


is land is so poor that it will not raise anything 


but mullens? 


Mr. LETCHER. Not exactly. 


Mr. MAXWELL. I learn from the informa- 
tion given us by the gentleman from Indiana, that || 


the object of this is to promote the interests of | 


the agricultural community. Now, to promote 
perfect equality in the distribution, I move the 


following amendment as a substitute for that of , 


the gentleman from Indiana: 


That there be. and is hereby, appropriated the sum of five 
cents per head for every agriculturist in the United States, 
the number to be ascertained from the last census, to be 
used in purchase of seeds for distribution. 


The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed Lo. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask the chairman | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means if he pro- | 


poses to take a recess, and come back to-night for 
the transaction of business ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I expect to take this bill 
through before we rise. 

The. question was taken on Mr. Hottoway’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I am directed by the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means to report the follow- || 


ing amendment: 


To complete the bridge across the Potomac at Little 


Falls, agreeably to the plan already adopted, $75,000. 


To meet the necessary expenses attendant upon the ,) 
execution of the neutrality act of the 20th of April, 1818, || 


$10,000, to be expended under the direction of the Presi 
dent, pursuant to the third section of the act of Congress of 


Ist May, 1810, entitled ** An act fixing the compensation of | 


public ministers and consuls residing on the coast of Bar- 
bary, and for other purposes. 

‘To enable the President of the United States to carry into 
effect the act of Congress of 3d March, 1819, and any sub- 
sequent acis now in force for the suppression of the slave 
trade, $8,000. 


To enable the Secretary of State to purchase one hundred 


copies each of Audubon’s Birds of America, and Quadru- 
peds of North America, for presentation to foreign Govern- 
ments, in return for valuable works sent by them to the 
Government of the United States, $16,000. 

For the filling up of the dock between Central and Long 
wharves in Boston, widening of the streets on the east front 


of the custom house, and the extension and maintenance || 


of the drains, $15,000. 


For arrearages, on account of the legislative expenses of 


the Territory of Minnesota, being for printing, binding, and 
miscellaneous items, for the sessiqns of 1851-'52-°53-"54~"55 


and °56, $22,122 04. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. I submit that the first || 


item for a bridge across the Potomac is not in 
pursuance of existing law. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman has not 
pane himself. It is in pursuance of existing 
aw. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the | 


point of order. 
Mr. MILLSON. 1 want to ascertain from the 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | 


the object of this paragraph of his amendment: 


For the filling up of the dock between Central and Long || 


wharves, in Boston, &c. 

Will the gentleman from Ohio inform me what 
contro] Congress has over the wharves of Boston, 
or over the widening of the streets in Boston? 


He may be able to give a satisfactory answer, 
but I want to have that answer. 

Mr, CAMPBELL. lIask that the communi- 
cation which | sent up may be read, which will 
explain the appropriation. 

he communication was read; and is as fol- 
lows: 
TREASURY DerpaRTMENT, 4ugust 2, 1856. 


Sim: T have the honor herewith to transmit copies of | 


papers numbered from one to three inclusive, exhibiting the 


details of a conditional contract, entered into by and be- | 


tween the collector of the customs at Boston, Massachu- 
‘Petts, on behalf of the United States, and the Boston Pier 
or the Long Wharf, and the Central Wharf and Wet Dock 
Corporations, for the filling up of the dock between Central 
and Long wharves, in Boston, the widening of the street 


on the east front of the custom-house, and the extension | 


ong Se omance of the drains. 
grounds on which this arrangement has been predi- 
cated, and the interests of the United States to be 7 temo 
“ed thereby, will be found clearly stated in the papers here- 
with tranamitied. 

Being entirely satisfied that the widening of the street 


‘on the water front of the custom-house, to be kept open 


and unobstructed for custom-house and other purposes, 
end that the construction and maintenance, without any 
further expense to the United States, for the use and ben- 
efit of the custom-house, of a suitable drainage, ought to 
be secured on the terms proposed, I authorized an arrange- 
ment to be entered into to that effect, conditioned on an 


} 





} 
' 
} 
| 


} 
} 





| 
'| with bread and meat. The principle is utterly 


for that purpose. 
1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


| Hon. N. P. Banks, Jr., Speaker House of Representatives. 


Mr. MILLSON. I move to amend by re- 
ducing the appropriation $500. 

I am aware that gentlemen on this floor find 
authority in the Constitution, according to the 
construction they give it, for making appropria- 
tions for the improvement of rivers and harbors. 

|They even go so far as to deepen the channels 
of navigable streams. I know that many of 


these appropriations have really been designed | 


for the construction of piers, and for the en- 
hancement of private property in some of the 

seaport or river towns of the United States. But, 

so far as I know, this is the first precedent of 

making an appropriation directly for the improve- 
| ment of a pier or for filling upa dock; and, as 

srecedents are frequently relied on in this House, 
| think we should be somewhat careful in setting 
| them. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would suggest that when 
a similar proposition was’ made, to fill up some 
low ground at the navy-yard at Norfolk, the 

entleman did not rise to object to it. 

Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman from Ohio 
must have perceived that I am addressing these 
inquiries to oat rather for the purpose of elicit- 

| ing information, than for the purpose of making 
any captious objections; but the gentleman him- 
self will see a distinction between an appropria- 
tion for the purpose of improving the property 
belonging to the United States, which is altogether 
constitutional and proper, and widening a street 
and filling up a dock in the city of Boston. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. The appropriation at 
| Norfolk was for the purpose of filling up the 
grounds, and for the purpose of improving the 
healthfulness of the vicinity. 
Mr. MILLSON. If this is for the improvement 
| of Government property I have nothing to say. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. It is for extending the 
water front. 
The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 


Mr. HARLAN? I move to strike out of the 
| amendment the following item: 
For compieting the bridge across the Potomac at the 
Little Falis agreeably to the plan already adopted $75,000. 
Mr. STANTON. Is it in order to offer an 
| amendment ? 
| The CHAIRMAN. It is in order to move to 
| amend the part of the amendment which is pro- 
| posed to be stricken out. 
| Mr.STANTON. I move to reduce the appro- 
| priation to $5,000. I wish to call the attention 
| of the committee to the fact, that in 1853 there 
| was an appropriation of $30,000 made for the 
| construction of this bridge. That is all the law 
| there is authorizing this appropriation. Sir, the 
| original appropriation was 3 for constructing 
the bridge, and there can be no law authorizing 
| $75,000 now to be appropriated for completing 
the same work. Now, sir, I have this to say in 
regard to the class of works to which this belongs. 
| I see noreason why the Government of the United 
| States should defray the municipal expenses of 
the District of Columbia. I see no reason why 
the Government should bridge the Potomac any 
more than they should bridge the rivers in the 
State of Ohio. I see no reason why the Govern- 
ment should school the children of the people of 
the District, or defray their expenses any more 
than they should the expenses of the people of 
Ohio. If the same principle be carried out, we 
shall ere long be called on to appropriate mone 
from the national Treasury to furnish the people 


unsound. It is sheer plunder of the national 

Treasury for the benefit of the people of this 

District. I will sanction it by no vote of mine. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed 


to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. How many amendments 
are pending? The Committee of Waysand Means 
offered one, Mycolleague [Mr. Haruan] offered 
another. Do I understand the Chair to entertain 
an amendment in the third degree? 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 


appropriation ty Congress, and t have mow the honor to || (Mr. Camppeiu] offered an amendment. The 


| to an amendment. 


| disagreed to. 











August 8, 


a neon e 
gentleman’s colleague [Mr. Har 

amendment to strike out the first een an 

Mr. CAME Bipeehen:: That, beg. an amendment 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that it 
is in order to perfect a paragraph before jt ! 
stricken out. tn is 

Mr. ELLIOTT. am perfectly willing 
come back here to-night, but I am os willits 4 
starve. J therefore move that the committee do 


| now rise. 


The motion was disagreed to. “ 
The question recurred on the amen 


7 dment t 
strike out the first section as amended, a 7 


nd it was 


Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Chairman, when | last 
rose to address the committee, I yielded to the 
interruptions of several gentlemen, and in that 
way was prevented from saying what I took the 
floortosay. Asitis often supposed, when oppo- 
sition is made by a southern Representative to an 
appropriation for a northern community, that jt 
is founded on sectional ground, I beg leave to say. 
sir, and I say it in all sincerity, that I am moved 
by no such motive as that. Of all the towns 
in the United States Boston is one for which | 
have had an ancient reverence. I will not hesj- 
tate to say, though it may not agree with the sec. 
tional antipathies of gentlemen of my own sec- 
tion, that Thies always held, and still continue 
to hold, in very high estimation this community 
of Boston. I make this remark for the purpose 
of protecting myself against the suspicion that ] 
am animated by any such motive as the one! have 
alluded to. , ; 

I only rose, Mr. Chairman, to call the attention 
of the committee to the new principle which | 


| supposed was for the first time attempted to be 


ingrafted on the legislation of the country; that 
was the principle of legislating for the improve- 
met of the cities and corporate towns of the 
United States. I said to my friend from Ohio, 
some time ago, that if this were the property of 
the United States there would be no difficulty in 


| the way of such an appropriation for its improve- 


ment as might be desired. But this is the first 
time in the history of the legislation of the coun- 
try, that an open attempt has been made to ap- 
propriate money for the anprcenass of streets 
in any of the towns of the United States. 

The gentleman from Ohio asked me what is the 
difference between this amendment and the one I 
voted for some months ago, which was for the 
removal of a nuisance existing on the propert 
of the Government in the city of Norfolk. Iwi 
tellhim. There is always a manifest propriety 
in the Government of the United States so using 
its property as not to injure its neighbors. The 
appropriation to which the gentleman referred 
was for filling up alow sunken place in a lot be- 
longing to the United States. What was the 
objection tothat? There was none; and I tell the 
gentleman now, if the object of this appropriation 
to is improve the property of the United States—— 

Mr. CAMPBELL. That isthe very objectofit. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. If the gentle- 
man understood the localities, he would not op- 
pose the amendment. 

Mr. MILLSON. I said to the gentleman from 
Ohio originally, that if the dock or street in ques- 
tion belonged to the Government of the United 
States, I had no opposition to make. Will he 
say that they do? 

r.CAMPBELL. The street does not belong 
to the Government, but the improvement is neces- 
sary in order.to enhance the value of the Govern- 
ment property, and afford the necessary accom- 
modations to the public buildings. 

Mr. MILLSON. That will not do. : 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia must know that the street in front of every 
custom-house in the United States is paved at 
the expense of the General Government. 

Mr. MILLSON. Unquestionably it is so;and 
it is done on the ground that that portion of the 
street belongs to the owner of the property. 
withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. Camppe.i’s amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BOWIE. I offerthe following amendment 
to come in at the end of the first section: 

To enable the President of the United States to comply 
with a contract made by him with the owners of the Mer 
chants’ Ex in the city of Baltimore, and for the pur 
chase of the building and ground thereto attached, 1" 
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carsuance A, act of Congress of the 17th of February, 
<- 267,000. i} 
1 1 had supposed that this amendment would H 
;ave been found in the annual appropriation bill, || 
and have come from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. I find, however, that it is not there. || 
| look to the statutes of my country, and I find 
shat the President of the United States has been | 
authorized by an act of Congress to make a pur- | 
chase of a site in the city of Baltimore for a post | 
ofice, and for a court-room for the Federal courts 


QL 


of the district of Maryland. I find, too, that he || 
has reported a contract which he entered into, to | 
this thoasb: The specifications of it are before 
the Committee on the Judiciary. He has bought | 
, Jot in the city of Baltimore for the erection of a 
court-house for the Federal courts, and he has also 
purchased from the owners of the Merchants’ || 
Exchange in that city, that building for a post | 
ofice. That Exchange building being now partly | 
employed for the purposes of a custom-house 
salat a pridr contract, and with a view to the || 
enlargement of the custom-house, and at the 
same time for the purpose of fitting it up, to) 
accommodate the business carried on there, he 
has made two separate contracts, both of which || 
are reported to this House. \] 
| find that my colleague [Mr. Davis] yester- || 
day obtained an appropriation from this House | 
to carry out one part of the contract—that is, for | 
erecting a court-house; but not one word has been | 
said by him, or by the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, in reference to carrying out the other 
part of the contract, which is just as binding || 
upon this Government as that which has been || 
provided for. | 
' Now, sir, I would not have mentioned this sub- || 
ject, except that the gentlemen interested in this || 
matter have applied to me this morning for the 
first ime—and this is the first time I have been 
apprised of the facts. ‘The act of Congress of || 
February, 1855, has been in part complied with, || 
and there are persons in the city of Baltimore who || 
have rights which have grown up under that con- || 
tract, and with whom the President of the United || 
States had made a former agreement. Now, not |! 
one word has been said by the gentlemen who || 
represents the city of Baltimore, nor by the chair- | 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, in || 
reference to this matter. lam, therefore, obliged | 
to bring this subject torthe attention of the | 
House. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I informed the | 
House yesterday that another contract had been || 
made for a piece of property for the accommoda- || 
tion of the post office—that there was a dispute || 
ora difficulty in reference to the propriety of that | 
purchase; and therefore, in fairness to the gen- | 
tlemen who had made that contract with the Gov- | 
ernment, I should not then press a decision, when | 
he would have no opportunity here of being fully 
heard. 
I found this morning upon my desk, when I || 
came into the House, a bill passed by the Sen- || 
ate, which the Committee of Ways and Means | 
have referred to me to consider. No report has || 
yet been made by the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, and, therefore, I am not entitled to say | 
what they thought of it. No report has been | 
made by the Committee on the Judiciary upon | 
that matter. Of the amendment, as itis now pro- | 
posed by my friend from Maryland, I will sim- | 
ply say, that it is under consideration in the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, and when they | 





} 


there be a very clear case made as to the public | The property, therefore, ig to be paid for by the 


| more’s administration. 
| and made fire-proof. The grounds and buildings | 
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interest, that is not likely to occur: 
Mr. BARBOUR. 
named in the amendment $3,000. This is a mat- | 


ter which belongs peculiarly, in some respects, | 


I move to reduce the sum |! 


1995 


ee _ + 





United States at a price entirely beyond the value 
of the property. For an additional sum of 
$40,000, the city of Baltimore can be accommo- 
dated with anew building which wil! answer the 


to the gentlemen from Maryland, and particularly || purpose far better than the one purchased—half 


to the gentlemen from the city of Baltimore. But, 
as it has been before the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, I, being a member of that committee, and 
having had the particular charge of this item, 
have taken upon myself to investigate it, and I 
will endeavor to explain to the House the man- 
ner in which it stands. I do so with some feel- 
ing of regret that I should op nose the members 
from the city of Baltimore; but hope that they will 
feel that, as a member of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, to which this matter was referred, I am only 
acting properly within the sphere of my duty. 


The act of 1855 empowered the ‘President to con- | 


tract for a space of ground for the building of a 
post office in the city of Baltimore. 
dent has made that contract. He purchased the 


| building known as the Merchants’ Exchange 


building, and has made a contract for the improve- 
ment of that building. It was already occupied 
in part by the United States for custom-house 
purposes. 
purposes is not more than half large enough for 
the custom-house business of that place, and there 
must be an addition to the custom-house rooms 
in that building. 

Mr. DAVIS. 


Will the gentleman allow me 


to ask him whether there is = law authorizing | 


the enlargement of the custom-house? 

Mr. BARBOUR. A portion of the building, 
designed for the post office, is now used for the 
post office, and has been so used for about five 
years. It was removed there during Mr. Fill- 
That is to be fitted up, 


will cost $200,000, and the fitting up some $67,000 
more. But the proprietors have to pay for an 
additional piece of ground, which they do not 
now own, but which they have contracted to buy 
at $7,000, so that the contract will be $260,000; 


the building, to make it fire-proof, that will cost 


| $60,000; and they are thus to receive $200,000. 


There is a portion of the building, also, which is 
to be fitted up for additional custom-house, and 
other purposes, when the business of the cit 
shall require it. The revenue collected at Balti- 
more is over $1,000,000. It is a place that is 
improving very fast; and the committee came to 
the conclusion that the President had made a good 
contract fot the country and for the city. 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to make a very few ob- 
servations in reply to the gentleman of the Judi- 
ciary Committee. I do not know whether, or 
not, his report is to be regarded as a report of the 
committee; but it comes with just weight from 
the gentleman who has mad¢ it. I wish to say, 
however, that in my judgment the public interest 
of the United States, and the public interest of 
the city of Baltimore, is not in accordance with 
the confirmation of this contract by the House. 
There is no sort of imputation of unfairness of 
any person. It is a mere difference of opinion 
between persons who have local knowledge on 
local interests and local convenience, and persons 
who have no such knowledge. And on that point, 
with every respect for the superior ability of my 
friend, [Mr. Barsour,] | may be entitled to say 
that my judgment in this matter is perhaps better 
than his. The property now proposed to be sold 





shall have their next meeting it shall have their due || 
consideration. | 
_ If the amendment is now withdrawn, I am will- 
ing to rest here; if not, 1 go-a step further. Asa 
Representative of two thirds of the city of Balti- | 
more—and I am authorized to state the same thing 
for my colleague who kere the other portion 
of the city —I say to the committee, that in our 

judgment the contract which has been made by | 
the President is one which is improvident for the 





United States—paying very greatly more than the 
poerty is worth—inconvenient for the citizens of 
ltimore, for whose exclusive use it is intended; 
and, therefore, we, as the Representatives of that 
peculiar interest, state here, that we will oppose 
the confirmation of that contract for those rea- 
Sons, and that our votes will be against it. If gen- | 
tlemen of the House think we are not entitled to | 
Speak for the people of Baltimore, we are willing | 


to the United States for $267,000—$60,000 of 
which is to be applied to the improvement of the 
property, in addition to the portion now held by 


the United States for a custom-house—'vas pur- 
chased, I am informed, four or five years ago, by 
the present owners, or their predecessors, for the 
sum of Seine he thereabouts. The portion sold 

nited States for the custom-house was, 


to the 


I think, sold for $120,000, some $30,000 of which 
was ea for improving that portion of 
| 


the building. 


| ment of it is deducted—o 


| paid for the property. 
Mr. BOWIE. What was its original cost? 


Mr. DAVIS. I do not know what its cost was 
to be voted down. But I apprehend that, unless || when built. I merely. speak of the purchase. 


The Presi- | 


The portion used for custom-house | 


but the proprietors are to make improvements in | 


The residue of that building is 
now offered to the United States for the sum— 
when the amount to be applied in the improve- 

¢ $200,000, which is 
twice the original amount that its present owners 


|, & dozen of them—in places more convenient for 
the general interests of the commuity; and as 
|| that community is the only one whose interests 
|} are to be consulted, I submit that the House 
should consider them. On this ground, I say 
| that, although the interests of my constituents 
are directly involved, I shall vote against the 

— of that proposition. 

r. BARBOUR withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I renew the amendment. IT 

| have but a word to say about this matter. I have 
not personally given it so much examination as 
I have given to a great many other cases before 
the committee. wo of our committee—Mr. 
Barsour and Mr. Tarrpan—went there at the 
solicitation of parties from Baltimore, and there 

| gotall the information they could; and they came 
|| to the conclusion which my colleague has stated. 

|| The committee agreed with them in opinion. I 

|| have nothing more to say about it, except that it 
ig a case where there are great local differences; 
and if the House think it best to postpone it, or 

| give it some other direction, I have no objection, 
In fact, the committee has had a great deal of 
trouble about it; but I am satisfied with my own 
|| vote in the committee. 1 withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. TAPPAN. IT renew the amendment for 
the purpose of making a few remarks. As one 
of the members of the Judiciary Committee, to 
which this matter was referred, another member 

| of the committee and myself went, at the solicit- 
ation of several gentleman from Baltimore, to that 
city, and examined the buildings and the different 
sites proposed for the location of the post office. 

| The law under which the contract was made, as 
|| | understand its provisions, intended not merely 
the purchase of some new locality, but also the 
|| enlargement of, or making additions to, such prop- 
erty as the United States already owned. The 
committee gave to this subject as thorough an in- 
| vestigation as they could, and they have come to 
| aconclusion on the matter, which was, I believe, 
| unanimous—or with one exception—that the 
President, who had himself gone on the ground 
| and examined all the places there, and heard all 
| parties interested—being on the spot himself, 

_and having made the contract, had made a judi- 

| made selection; that the contract was properly 











made, and ought to be confirmed by this House. 
| It ought to be understood, further, that there 
is great difference of opinion, even in the city of 

Baltimore. We found a great many re 
interests there. All seemed to have some persona 
interest in the different locations, because they 
| owned property which was to be affected, or for 
some other reason; and some were in favor of one 
location, and some of another. It seemed that 
there were agood many mechanics there, who were 
in favor of a new building, ypstead of altering the 
old one to suit the purposes of the Government, 
| merely because it would furnish employment for 
| the mechanics of the city. It appeared to the 
| committee, that the location fixed upon was as 
| central and as convenient as any other. But they 
| found that there was no great difference in the 
| several localities proposed. They were all within 
| five minutes’ walk of each other. 
| The custom-house needs enlargement to meet 
| 
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the wants of the city. But, sir, this building 
would be ample to accommodate all the custom- 
house business; and, as I have said, it is as central 
as any other location. After as full an investi- 
gation as the committee were able to give t6 the 
subject, they came to the conclusion that, all 
| things considered, the location determined on was 
the best presented. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I am glad to receive the 
information which the Judiciary Committee have 
given on this subject. My attention was called 
to it this morning by some gentlemen from the 
| city of Baltimore, It seems that the President 
| of the United States has investigated fully the con- 
flicting claims in that city, and has come to that 
determination which seemed to him most proper. 
But the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Davis) 
seems to imagine that his constituents are to re- 
ceive too high prices for their property. Sir, this 
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is a most remarkable position. It is the first time 
in the history of the Government that a gentleman 


ent. 

7 Mr. DAVIS. Then, sir, it is a goodexample, 
and I hope it will be imitated. 

Mr. MM 
constituentsare influenced by conflicting interests, 
and I suspect that the gentleman is not an un- 
neojadiced witness. Sir, as I have stated, the Pres- 
ident has investigated this subject, and he has 
acted fairly and honestly. When the appropria- 
tion yesterday was before the House for a court- 
house in the city of Baltimore, | asked if the same 
building would not accommodate the post office 
and courts. It was then stated that it could not. 
But now, sir, it seems that the Comrhittee on the 
Judiciary, after personal examination, have con- 
firmed the opinion of the President; and | hope 
the House will indorse the action of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the committee 
take a recess until seven o’clock, and then come 
back and finish this bill. 

Mr. LEITER. I move that the committee 
rise. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope my col- 
league will withdraw his mouon. 1 think we 
can take this bill out of committee in the course 
of half an hour. 

Mr. EUSTIS. LT ask for tellers on the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Eustis and 
Tavurston were appointed, 

The committee divided: and the tellers reported 
—ayes 26, noes 80; ne quorum veting. 

The roll was accordingly called, and the follow- 
ing members failed to answer to their names: 


Mesers. Allison, Ball, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Henry 
Bennett, Hendicy 8. Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Broom, Burlingame, Burnett, John P. 
Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Chadds, Bayard Clarke, Claw- 
son, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cullen, David- 
son, Day, De Witt, Dick, Dunn. Edie, Edmundson, Ed- 


eMULLIN. Well, sir, the gentleman’s | 


| reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union had, according to order, had 
upon this floor has complained that his constit- || 


‘the Union generally under consideration, and 
uenis have received too much from the Govern- | 


particularly the civil appropriation bill, and had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The civil ap- 
propriation bill, which is before the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, ought 
to be acted on and sent to the Senate to-night. 
I therefore move that the rules be suspended, 


and the House resolve itself into the Committee | 


of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
cannot get a quorum in committee. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
a recess, and come here to-night and finish this 
business. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am not willin 
to come back here to-night on this bill, and 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and on a divison there 
were—ayes 47, noes 64; no quorum voting. 

Mr. SPINNER. I move that there be a call 
of the House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 


adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 


twenty minutes past five o’clock, p. m.) the 
House adjourned until to-morrow at eleven 
o’clock, a. m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Saturpay, August 9, 1856. 


by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie. Watpo. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


ing the House that the Senate had passed the | 


following bills; in which he was directed to ask 
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of. That bill is now upon the C 


| adopted. 


| received and agreed to. 


| moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
‘table; which latter motion was agreed t 


Well, then, let us take || ing, reported the following resolution; 


| bers of the House of Representatives seven thoy 
| nian Institution, and two thousand five hundred Copies of 
| the same for the use of the Smithsonian Institution, 


| tion upon the resolution. 


I move the House do now | 


| bers of the House of Representatives five thousand eo 
| of the report of the Secretary of the 'Lreasury on the 
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al ; 
hope it will be taken up and passed ae” I 
close of the session. the 


Mr. SAGE. I hope this resolution will be 


No objection being made, the resolution was 
Mr. KING moved to reconsider the 


: ‘ Vote 
which the resolution was agreed to, . 


and also 


npon the 
oO. 


I am satisfied that we t REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE ON PRINTING, 


Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on Print. 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the mem- 


sand fi 


hundred copies of the report of the Regents of the Smithes. 


Mr. NICHOLS. I move the 


previous ques. 
. 

The previous peemuon was seconded, and the 

main question ordered to be put; and under the 

operation thereof the resolution was agreed to, 
Mr. NICHOLS, also, from the same commit. 


| tee, reported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the mem. 


pies 


; : > con- 
dition of the banks of the United StatéS, and two thousand 


five hundred for the use of the Treastry Department. 


Mr. NICHOLS. I demand the previous ques. 


| tion upon the resolution. 
The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer || 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


| main question ordered to be put; and under the 
|| operation thereof the resolution was agreed to, 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 


'| into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union. 
Mr. SEWARD. 


Is there not « motion pend 
ing, made by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr, 


a 
Assury Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, inform- | 


wards, Elliott, Etheridge, Faulkner, Fiagler, Henry M. 
Fuller, Thomas J.D Puller, Gilbert, Goode, Greenwood, | 
Augustus Hall, Robert B. Wall, J. Morrison Harris, Samp 
son W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, flarrison, Herbert, 
Hoffman, Valentine B. Horton, Jewett, J. Glancy Jones, 
Keitt, Kennett. Kidwell, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Lindley, 
Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel S. Mar- 
shall, Meacham, Morrill, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, 
Paine, Peck, Pennington, Porter, Powell, Reade, Ricaud, 
Ritchie, Roinson, Sandidge. Savage, Scort, Seward, Sher- 


the coneurrence of the House: 
An act for the relief of Ephraim Hunt; 
An act for the relief of ‘Thomas H. Baird; 
An act for the relief of Ernest Friedler; and 
An act for the relief of Sturges, Bennett & Co., 
merchants, of the city of New York. 


R. G. ELLIOTT. 


The SPEAKER. There is a motion pending tt 
by the gentleman from Alabama, but he has 

ielded the floor to the gentleman from Ohio e 
Mr. Campse..] to make another motion, which 
i| is privileged. a 
| Mtr. SEWARD. Can two motions to sus- t! 
| pend the rules be entertained at the same time? it 


Hovsron,] to suspend the rules? fe 


| 


Mr. GROW. 


man. Shorter, William Smith, William R. Smith, Stephens, 
Swope, Taibott, Taylor, Trappe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, 
Wakeman, Waldron, Walker, Watkins, Watson, Welch, 
Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Daniel B. Wright, John. V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer. 

The committee rose; and, the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Grow reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the state of the Union 

enerally under consideration, and particularly a 
Bill making appropriations for certain civil ex- 

enses of the Government, for the year ending 
vupe 30, 1857, and, finding itself without a quo- 
rum, had caused the roll to be called, and had 
directed him to report the names of the absentees 
to the House. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined 


and found truly enrelled bills of the following | 


titles; when the Speaker signed the same, viz: 
An act for the relief of Robert Mitchell; 
An act to confirm to certain persons therein 


Chien, in the State of Wisconsin; 


An act for the relief of Benjamin La Fonte, | 


William Altenburg, and others; and 


An act granting public lands, in alternate sec- | 


i to the Committee of the Whole House. 


I rise to a privileged question. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which a bill for 
the relief of R. G, Elliott was yesterday referred 
I desire 
simply to have the motion entered, as | do not 


propose action upon it now. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, | 


it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the |; 
files of the House the papers in the case of John Lord, for || 


the purpose of reterence in the Senate. 


DEPREDATIONS ON THE MAILS. 

Mr. KING. 
privileged question. I send to the Clerk’s desk, 
to have read, a resolution which will explain the 
object for which I rise. 
by vnanimous consent. 
The resolution was read, and is as follows: 


Whereas, complaints are made that frequent depredations | 


are committed on the mails transmitted from the city of 
Washington, by the unlawful abstraction or detention there- 


named their titles to certain lots in Prairie du | from of valuable books and public documents distributed by 


members of Congress : Therefore, 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be, and he hereby | 
is, requested to°make special and vigilant inquiry as to the | 

| places where, and the persons who have committed, or shall 
eommit, such depredations ; and when discovered, he cause | 


|| motion, to sus 
I rise to what I consider to bea | 


I think it will be adopted 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
that two motions, each of which is in order, can 
be legitimately pending at the same time. The 


| gentleman from Alabama, last Monday, moved 

‘| a suspension of the rules, so as to discharge the 

, Committee of the Whole House, from the further 

| consideration of House bill No. 377—a private 
a 


bill—and that motion has rested till this day. If 
a motion be made to suspend the rules, under the 
rule which allows the rules to be suspended for 
the last ten days of the session, the motion of 
the gentleman from Alabama is first in order; but 
the gentleman from Ohio makes the ordinary 
nd the rules to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr.SEWARD. But can the gentleman from 
Alabama waive his right to the floor? : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
that the gentleman from Alabama can yield the 
floor to the gentleman from Qhio. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam very anxious to have 
my motion acted upon; but I would not interpose 
it in the way of the appropriation bills. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. FAULKNER, 


by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on Militar Affairs, reported 
back, without amendment, a Bill for the better 
organization of the Army, and for other pur 
poses; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. | now insist on my mo- 
tion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio will permit me to have a Senate bill referred 
to a committee of the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL declined. ' 

Mr. SEWARD. I enter my protest against 
the member from Alabama—— 


jf * Se “— | such persons to be exposed and punished according to law. | 
tioifs, to the State of Mississi ie to aid in the | “ ste ; . 


: . : 3 | And the Postmaster General is hereby requested to com- 
construction of railroads in sai State, and for | municate tothis House whether any, and if so, what further | 
other purposes. 


| legislation is necessary to secure the speedy and safe trans- 
CIVIL BPPROPRIATION BILL——AGAIN. 


| Inission of mail matter. 
' | The SPEAKER. The resolution relates to | 
A quorum being now present, the committee || general legislation, and can be received only by | 
y by 
resumed its session; and the Chairman stated the ] unanimous consent. 
pending question to be on the motion of the gen- || Mr. KING. I ask the unanimous consent of | 
tleman from Ohio (Mr. Lerrer] that the commit- |! the House to introduce it. 
tee do now rise. | Mr. MACE. 1 wish to say one word upon | 
The committee divided; and the tellers reported | this subject. _I would inform the gentleman from | 
~—ayes ‘61, noes 58; so the motion was agreed || New York, and members of the House generally, | 
to. é Pr | that the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
The committee accordingly rose; and the || Road, at anearly day of the session, reported a | 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Grow || bill to remedy the evil which is now complained | 
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1856. THE 


“The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in I have nothing to do, either to make or to mar. 
order. : | The important fact to me, Mr. Chairman, is, that 
Mr. SEWARD. I have a right to be heard, only $60,000 of this appropriation goes toward 
and I protest against the members of the Com- giving the city of Baltimore a post office, and that 
mittee of Ways and Means taking charge of the | meager allowance is to be divided between fixing 
joor, and farming it out in this way. up the roof of the custom-house, and the patch- 
Mr. HOUSTON. | The gentleman fails to no- | ing, and attempting to make fire-proof, a portion 
tice what is before his eyes if he does not know of the Exchange buildings, by wrapping joists 
chat [ am not a member of the Committee of || with sheet iron, and such other makeshift ar- 
Ways and Means. rangements. 
Mr. SEWARD. Well, the gentleman is an |; Now,sir, 1 want no such post office for the 
ex-member. [Calls to order.] ‘ city of Baltimore. The gain to our community 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. between the existing post office facilities, and 
The question was taken on Mr. Campse.u’s || what they would be after these $60,000 are ex- 
motion; and it was agreed to. pended in this patching process, is scarcely per- 
So the rules were suspended; and the House || ceptible, and certainly is not commensurate with 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of | the sacrifice we should make by agreeing to take 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Grow | this appropriation, and be estopped hereafter from 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of || any attempt to get aid from Congress towards a 
House bill (No. 201) making appropriations for || suitable postal accommodation. I attach no im- 
certain civil expenses of the Government for the || portance to the argument, that it will be necessary 
year ending the 30th of June, 1857; the question ead to enlarge the custom-house, and Gov- 
being on Mr. Bowte’s amendment, as follows: || ernment must therefore secure this property. The 
To enable the President of the United States to comply || custom-house is a small slip of the Exchange 


with the aa made ona with = owners of the building on Gay street; and I do not exactly 
rhants’ Exchange, in the city of Baltimo: ‘ e ae 1 . 
Merchant y timore, for the || understand how it is to be seriously enlarged 


purchase of said building and grounds thereto attached, : 
without encroaching upon the space now said to 


in pursuance of the act of Congress of the 17th February, . 

1855, $267,000. | be so necessary for the post office extension. | 
To this amendment Mr. Tappan had moved || have certainly heard the use of the rotunda of the 

anamendment reducing the appropriation $5,000, | Exchange (which, by the way, our people enjoy 
Mr. TAPPAN withdrew his amendment. as thingsgnow stand) urged as a reason for this 
Mr. BOWIE. I really hope that the amend- || location é the post office; and the custom-house 

ment will be adopted without opposition. extension must go in the direction of, and in en- 
The CHAIRMAN, Debate is not in order. croachment upon, that rotunda. Mr. Chairman, 
Mr. BOWIE. I have proposed an amends || [ do not admire this mode of economizing Gov- 

ment. | ernment money at the expense of those business 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order at || facitities to which the people of Baltimore are en- 





this time. titled. Sir, if it becomes netessary to give addi- 
Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I move to amend || tional room to the custom-house, I trust it will be 
the amendment by reducing the appropriation || done by building a new one, and not by patching 
$5,000. | up the old one. The present accommodations for 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman, the com- || that purpose strike meas beneath the importance 
mittee must be satisfied that there is a great dif- || of the city, and the value of the business done 


ference of opinion on this subject prevailing in || there. It is a mere strip of rooms, with long 
||} counters and an odd arrangement of wooden 


the delegation from Maryland. 

Mr. HARRIS, (interrupting.) Not in the del- || cells on each side, through apertures, in which the 
egation from the ay of Baltimore. || large business of the city is transacted 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways || I shall never, in all these matters, Mr. Chair- 
and Means have under consideration a bill from || man, forget that something is due to the dignity 
the Senate on this subject. The committee deem |'and position of the city of Baltimore. She is the 
it inexpedient to make any proposition in the || third commercial city of the country; and while 
appropriation bill on this subject. A great deal || through the portals of her custom-house over 
of time has been expended upon it, I believe | eighty-two millions of dollars have passed into 
unnecessarily, and I hope the committee will now | the Treasury of the United States, | am unwilling 
dispose of it, and rid itself of it. | to admit that she is not entitled to facilities for 

Mr. HARRIS. I have no objection, Mr. | the transaction of Government business, com- 
Chairman, to the committee taking the course | mensurate with iis importance, and, comparing 
suggested by the gentleman from Ohio. On the | with the expenditures for similar purposes in 
contrary, | would prefer it, as it would relieve the | other cities of the country, asked daily, and 


: ‘ 
committee and the House- of the difficulty into || freely granted. 


which they have got. | I hope, therefore, Mr. Chairman, that this 
| offer my amendment reducing the amount of | amendment will not be sustained by the com- 
the appropriation $5,000, that I may briefly state | mittee. We will, at the proper time, ask the 
my views upon the proposition of the gentleman || House to aid us in puoeiilan for the wants of 
from Maryland, [Mr. Bowie.] Iam opposed to the city in relation to its post office; and I have 
any appropriation to carry out the purchase of a | in my hand an amendment | propose to offer, 
part of the Baltimore Exchange for the purposes || but which is not at this moment in order, which 
of our post office, for several good reasons. In | asks the appropriation of $300,000 for the pur- 
my judgment the location is not a convenient one || chase of a site and the erection thereon of a suit- 
forthe mass of the business community and peo- || able building —the said site not to cost over 
ee of Baltimore; while the merchants who are || $150,000, and the residue over what is paid for the 
ocated in its immediate vicinity would be but | lotto go to the building. This woul sive us a 
slightly incommoded by a removal of the post || proper post office; and at the right time we hope 
office a few squares. There is, of course, differ- || the House will aid usin that. [ withdraw my 
ence of opinion among our citizens as to the pro- | amendment. 
priety of the proposed site; but | speak frommy || Mr.BOWIE. 1! 
own knowledge, both of the location and public || 
opinion. I know, alse, that the special agent || in reference to this matter. My colleague, who 
sent on to Baltimore by the President, to examine || has just taken his seat, seems to have a very deep 
and report to him upon the different sites offered || interest in the appropriations which are proposed 
to the Government, reported against this one | to be made for the benefit of the post office. and 
very decidedly, both because of its location and || custom-house in the city of Baltimore. All 1 
the difficulty and impropriety of attempting to || know in relation to the matter is, that I hold in 
repair or patch up the present building. Another |; my hand the memorial of one hundred and fifty 
reason for my opposition to the measure is, be- of the most prominent merchants and others of 
cause of the manner in which the money is to be || the city of Baltimore, and also the resolutions of 
expended. ; one branch of the city council, adopted unani- 
An appropriation of $267,000-is asked by the |} mously, in favor of the course recommended by 
amendment. Now, sir, of that amount, $207,000 || the Committee on the Judiciary. 
's to go for the grounds alone; and however de- I myself, sir, have as much personal knowledge 
sirable it may be to the parties interested toclose || in reference to the central location of the post 
out a piece of property that some few years ago || office in the city of Baltimore as my colleague; 


only cost, I am told, $90,000, yet that is an in- || and I may also say, that there is not a more suit- 
terest with which, in my fepresentative capacity, 


reface what I have to say by 
the remark, that I have not the slightest feeling 
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able building to be found in the whole city than | 
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the Exchange building of Baltimore, for the pur- 
pose for which it is wanted, and for which this 
appropriation is recommended. 

Now, sir, you have a contract forthe purchase 
of that building, which ts amply suffeient to 
accommodate your post office and to extend your 
custom-house there: and i is much more eeo- 
, already con-' 
ase ® site and 
ircumstances, 
plan and made 
the contract, I see no poss le arsume nt that can 
be made against it, unless it is in some 
opposition that | know nothing of. 

Mr. HARRIS. Does the gentleman mean to 
in‘imate that I am connected with nay secret 
opposition r 

Mr. BOWIE. All I mean to say is, that there 
seems to be very deep interest manifested by the 


nomeal to purchase that buildine 
structed, than it would be to purch 
construct a buildmz. Under thes: 

the President having approved this 


secret 


gentleman from Baltimore, as well as by some 
portions of the people of Battom some m 
favor of one plan and place and some tn tavor of 
another. Which class the centlieman tron Viary- 


land belongs to | am unable to say. 
Mr. HARRIS. The gentleman from Mary- 
land belongs to neither, P 
Mr. BOWIE. Very well. Now, sir, the 
Committee on the Judiciary have had this matter 
under consideration, and they have come to the 
almost unanimous conclusion that the contract 
which has been made ought to be ratified. If 
this House now withholds this appropriation, it 
amounts to a repudiation of a contract solemnly 
entered into by the President of the United States, 
under the authority of an act of Congress passed 
a year ago. Now, sir, | cannot see, after an ex- 
amination of the question fairly, any reason why 
this House should refuse to ratify the contract 
which has been made. You cannot undertake to 
purchase a site and erect new buildings for those 
purposes in the city of Baltimore for less than 
$500,000; and here you have the opportunity of 
procuring a building ample for all the purposes of 
the Government for $267,000. I hope, therefore, 
this House will not postpone the appropriation 
| of this money. , 
| The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 
| “Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to notify the com- 
| mittee, that, if this debate is continued any longesn, 
'} I shall move that the committee rise, and that the 
| debate under the five-minute rule be suspended 
upon this item. 
Mr. STEWART. I move to increase the ap- 
|| propriation ten dollars. It appears to me that 
this appropriation ought to be made. I have no 
| special feeling in reference to the matter, 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to say that I hope 
the Chair will confine the gentleman strictly to 
| the discussion of the propriety of increasing the 
appropriation ten dollars. 
Mr. STEWART. [intend to confine my re- 
marks within legitimate limits; and to enable me 
| to do so, I will modify the amendment so as to 
increase the appropriation $1,000. 1 have the 
_honor to represent a district somewhat remote 
from Baltimore, but I take a proper interest in 
the prosperity of that city, and I desire to enter 
into no controversy upon this subject. 1 under- 
stand that, in pursuance of an act of Congress, 
| the President has proceeded to make a contract 
with certain gentlemen in the city of Baltimore 
| These gentlemen have, therefore, under that con- 
tract, acquired certain vested rights which this 
House cannot overlook, unless fraud or gross 
| impropriety ischarged. If the House undertake 
to withhold the appropriation and set aside the 
contract which has been made, it amounts virtu- 
ally to repudiation, it seems to me. From the 
difference of opinion about this matter, there is 
some danger that the city of Baltimore may fail 
in obtaining any OO eee cea whatever towards 
the improvement of the public buildings of the 
‘United States at that point. From the amount 
| of revenue received there, and the extent of the 
| public business, such a résult would be a mis- 
| fortune. 
| tis impossible, either in the city of Baltimore 
or anywhere else, to satisfy everybody on any 
subject. There are there, as everywhere else, 
conflicting local interests. My colleague states 
that the arrangement entered into by the President 
\| has been approved by the City Council of Balti- 
more, er a branch thereof, and recommended by 
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a highly respectable portion of the merchants and 
others. If the appropriation be refused here and 
now, we will be involved, probably, in similar 
difficulties in the designation of any other point 
than the one selected by the President. The 
Committee on the Judiciary have given them- 
selves great pains to investigate this whole mat- 
ter; | understand that some of them put them- 
selves tothe trouble to go to the city of Baltimore 
to look at the various proposed sites. They had 
no particular interest in the matter, one way or 
the other, | suppose; and with this investigation, 
they have approved the arrangement made by 
the President. How, then, can we judiciously 
refuse to make this appropriation, when we have 
recommendations from our committees who have 





examined the matter, that it should be made? I | 


am sorry that the gentlemen from Baltimore 
differ with the council of the city, and with the 
Committee on the Judiciary; a the serene 
tion is thus jeoparded. So far as there has been 
an effort to obtain the popular sentiment of Bal- 
timore, it is in favor of this arrangement, as 
yroper and judicious. I understand the contract 
ee. been made, and I do not think the House 
ought to repudiate it. It has been adopted by the 
President in pursuance of an act of Congress. 
The contract having been made, the duty is now 
devolved on Congress to make the necessary 
appropriation to carry it into execution. I hope 
the amendment will be agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. I know nothing of this 
matter, for my attention has never been called to 
it; and to vote understandingly I want some in- 
formation. What I desire to know is this: what 
has been the action of the people of Baltimore? 
Have they petitioned for this location, or have 
they petitioned against it? 

Mr. HARRIS. I will answer the gentleman. 
Allusion has been made by my colleague, [Mr. 
Bowie,] to a memorial of one Lccaved and fifty 
respectable merchants, presented to the committee 
in favor of this location. I desire to say to the 
gentleman ftom Virginia, that there have been 
placed before the Committee on the Judiciary 
memorials against this location, with some four 
thousand signatures. My colleague says further 
that this location has been indorsed by the City 
Thisisamistake. There 
was some action taken by the first branch of the 
City Council, but it was afterwards ignored by 
the. second branch. 
action by the City Council. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then, as I understand, there 
is a conflict of opinion in regard to it. Some are 
for this location, and some are against it and 
in favor of other locations in the city. If this is 
the difficulty in regard to it, there is one way, it 
seems to me, in which to get rid of it, and to 
which I shall resort, if this discussion continues 
longer; that is, to insert a proviso for the repeal 
of the act directing the construction of the build- 
ing. 

This is exactly the state of the case with all 
these buildings. There are local interests which 
seek to control the locations, and they are con- 
stantly in conflict. Itis almost impossible for 


one not familiar with all the facts to judge in re- | 


gard to the appropriation. 

Mr. DAVIS. That is a reason why this is not 
the proper: time to consider it, when we are under 
the five-minute rule. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not know anything 
about that. -It seems that it has been a matter 
under consideration by one or two of the com- 
mittees of this House. The Judiciary Committee 
had it in charge. Itis now before the Committee 


of Ways and Means; and the Senate have passed || 


a bill to carry itinto execution. I think it would 


puzzle this House somewhat to tell how to vote 
on the question. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. That is the reason why | 


We ought to vote it down. 


Mr. Srewarr, by unanimous consent, with- | 


drew his amendment. 


The question was taken on Mr. Bow1e’s amend- 


ment; and it was di 
Mr. WALKER. 
ment: 
For the purchase of the square of land in the city of 


reed to. 


offer the following amend- | 
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| that the amendment is not in order. 





I raise the point 
It was ruled | 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. | 


| out of order yesterday, when it was offered by the 


gentleman’s colleague. 
Mr. WALKER. It seems to me, though [ | 
have no familiarity with the rules, that the amend- | 
ment is in order. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 
Mr. WALKER. Is it not in order for me to | 


state the reasons why I think the amendment is 


Is debate in order? 


| in order? 


| Treasury opposed the application for the enlarge- | 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 
The Chair thinks the point well taken, and rules | 
the amendment out of order. 

Mr. McCARTY. I offer the following amend- 
ment. 


For the purpose of inclosing and grading the lot, construct- 
ing proper pavements and cisterns, and introducing gas, &e., 
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' rejected by the decision of the Chair. 
rejecting the appropriations which 
recommended by the Committee of 
Means, and by striking out such ap 
put down the government of the Diticins 
where there is no existing law by which ape 
propriations become necessary to carry out - 
past legislation of Congress. Let us put an the 
to that, and put the Committee of Ways oa 
Means upon an equality with other members 4 

the House. I want to see to whom the 0We 
of legislation is confided—whether to one r th ; 
standing committees of this House, or to the hem 
hundred and thirty-four Representatives upontl ‘ 
floor coming from every portion of this Cites, 
and ppeaking in behalf of the whole people, For 
myself I want no padlock put upon my lips, and 

| no legislation carried gut by contract. I am o . 

| posed to any species of legislation which tine 


I am for 
have been 
Ways and 


ropriations 


8 of 


into the custom-house, court-room, and post office build- || not secure equal and just rights to all, and lam 


ings, authorized to be constructed at Oswego, New York, 
$5,000. | 


Mr. Chairman, though the Secretary of the 


| ment of this custom-house, yet he did recommend 


There was, therefore, no | 


j 
} 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 


Mobile, Alabama, bounded on the north by Congress street, | 


on the east by Bayou street, on the south by State street, 
and on the West by Jefferson street, and lying immediately 
in the rear of the United States marine hospital, and to 
form &-part of the grounds of said hospital, 96,000. 


that certain improvements be made. That those 
improvements may be made, this amendment is 
introduced. lask that the letter of the Secretary 
of the Treasury be read. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I object; it has never been 
before any committee. 

‘The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, offered the following amend- 
ment as Separate sections: 

Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That the accounting 
officer of the Treasury be directed to settle and pay to the 
public printer the increased compensation allowed by joint 
resolution No. 18, approved 20th of July, 1854, upon the 


printing ordered prior to the repeal of said resolution as | 


applicable to said printer by the actof Lith May, 1856, enti- 
tled ** An act to supply deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1856.’? 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That there shall be | 


paid, for the subsistence of the commissioner under the 
treaty with Great Britain of 5th June, 1854, out of any un- 


expended balance of appropriations already made for the | 


service under said treaty, the sum of four dollars per diem 
from the date of his appointment. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. STANTON. [called for a division of the 
House upon that amendment, before the result 


| was announced by the Chair. 


The CHAIRMAN. 
as the Chair did not hear the gentleman. 
Mr. STANTON. 


appeal from the decision of the Chair, saying I 
was too late. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I submit that the gentle- 


| man cannot take an appeal from the decision of 





the Chair. There is nothing to appeal from. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the point of order is well taken. 


Mr. SEWARD offered the following amend- 


ment, to come in immediately after the amend- | 
ment just adopted: 


Provided, That no appropriation in this act shall be made 
available, where the same is not made to carry out some 
existing law, notwithstanding the same may have been re- 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means, they. being 
subject to the same rules as other members of this House. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise to a question of order. | 


It is general legislation attached to an appropri- 
ation bill. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 


| point of order, believing that the committee may 


put such restrictions and conditions upon appro- 
priation bills as er think th tw 

Mr. SEWARD. I[ have introduced this amend- 
ment for the purpose of testing a principle, and 
to ascertain whether the legislation of the country 
is in the hands exclusively of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. This Government is already 
a government of clerks in every Department of it. 
Estimates are made and business transacted in 
the Departments, and sent to the Committee of 
Waysand Means. They audit them, and report 
to the House, and under the stringent rule laid 
down by the Chair, this House is bound to give 
its approval to all that they do. Amendments 
after amendments have been offered to this ap- 
propriation bill by other members of this House, 
for purposes as just, legitimate, and useful to this 
Government as those recommended by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and they have been 


The call came too late, 


I state that I made the call | 
before the result was announced, and I take an 


not to be trammeled and chained by any such rule 
|| have as much right to speak here as have th, 
members of the Committee of Ways and Mea 
and my amendments are as much to be respected 
as those recommended by that committee. They 
| are governed by the same rules and the same 
| laws, and they have no more power here than | 
|| have. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. — I am opposed to 
|| this amendment. I desire to say that I am sur. 
'*prised at the remarks of the gentleman from 
|| Georgia, who has repeated the stale and worp. 
out charge against the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that they desire to absorb the power of 
legislation. Every intelligent member of this 
House knows that that committee have reported 
' back many of the estimates that were referred to 
them originally by the House, because they had 
no jurisdiction over the subject-matter embraced 
| therein; and that the committee were discharged 
'| from the further consideration thereof, and they 
|| were referred to other and more appropriate com- 
mittees. The greatest trouble of that committee 
|| has been to get clear of the legislation which the 
/members of other commitiees have endeavored 
to impose upon us. 
| The bill reported by the Committee of Ways 
' and Means to the House, and which has just been 
‘| considered by the Committee of the Whole on 
'| the state of the Union, embraces not one single 
| item that was not provided for by existing law, 
and yet the gentleman says that his proviso is 
necessary to rid the bill of amendments recom- 
mended by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
not authorized by law. Sir, I have no objection 
| to the principle of the proviso. The effect of it 
'| would be simply to strike from the bill amend- 
| ments which have come from outsiders. It would 
not affect one item recommended by the Ways 
| and Means Committee. The gentleman from 
|| Georgia cannot point to one amendment recom- 
|| mended by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
|| for which I am not prepared to show him the 
|, authority of law. 
His charge, therefore, falls to the ground. It 
‘| has nothing, in fact, on which it may be founded. 
|| The a might be properly applied in other 
|| quarters, but it fails to reach the Committee of 
| Ways and Means. And, sir, I think that these 
‘| facts tend to show that the legislation of the 
| country would, erhaps, not be in very unsafe 
hands were it placed in the hands of the Com- 
|| mittee of Ways and Means; because there is 
|a general disposition among members here to 
| introduce amendments without authority of law, 
|| while there is no such disposition in the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. It only exists among 
| members who have various interests to subserve 
_in their particular localities. I hope the com- 
| mittee will vote down this section. I do not say 
| but that, in a separate bill, it might be a very 
| proper proposition; but now it tends to trammel 


/and embarrass this bill, which I regard as very 


‘important to the interests of the country, and 


the 
ns, 


| 


| which out to pass. F 
'| Mr. SEWARD. I ask leave to withdraw my 
‘amendment. I just want to say what I have 





| said 
1 Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to the 
|| withdrawal. 
| The amendment was rejected. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. I now move that the bill 
1 be laid aside to be reported to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to take up for con- 
sideration the report of the Committee of Ways || 
nd Means on the Senate amendments to House | 
bill No.71)making appropriations for the current | 
and contingent expenses of the Indian department, | 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various | 
Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1857. | 
Of all other bills, I think the Indian re i 
pill ought to be put through us quickly as pos- || 


ye. 
othe motion was agreed to; and the first amend- 
ment of the Senate was reported, as follows: 
Blackfoot Nation.—For first of ten installments as annuity, 
to be expended in the purchase of such goods, provisions, 
and other useful articles, as the President, at his discretion, 
may from time to time determine, per ninth article of the 
treaty of 17th of October, 1855, $20,000. 
Mr. ORR. Is this bill open to general debate ? || 
Mr. CAMPBELL. No; debate is closed. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed that | 
the general.debate on the amendment is not closed. | 
Mr. ORR. I do not propose, Mr. Chairman, 
to indulge in any illegitimate debate. I desire to 
submit some remarks to the committee on the 
last amendment of the Senate; and I do it now, 
apprehending that, before that amendment is 
reached, general debate may be closed, and I 
may be precluded from being heard upon it. 
Mr. Chairman, the amendment to which I refer 
is in the following words: ; 
Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary | 
of War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to || 
pay to Jean Baptiste Faribault, and Pelagie Faribault, | 
his wife, the sum of $12,000, with interest thereupon from || 
the 12th of March, 1839, in full payment of their claim to || 
the island at the confluence of the Mississippi and St. Pierre | 
} 


rivers, in fulfillment ofa eontract entered into for that pur- 
pose on said 12th day of March, 1839, between the Secre- 
tary of War and the attorneys in fact of the said Faribault 
and wife. 

The Committee of Ways and Means have rec- | 
ommended a non-concurrence in that amendment; | 
and I am before the Committee of the Whole | 
now to sustain their recommendation. I sup- || 
pose, Mr. Chairman, that any explanation of the 
claim in the present temper of the House is un- 
necessary—the recommendations of the Commit- | 
tee of Ways and Means having thus far been 
sustained—nor would I trespass on the time of || 
the Committee of the Whole if the case were 
finally to be disposed of now, and here. But 
committees of conference are oftentimes raised, 
and questions come up at a late hour, and are 
voted upon without the House understanding || 
them;and, therefore, I desire to present some facts 
in connection with the claim which have come 
tomy knowledge, so that the committee may vote 
understandingly. At the last session of Congress 
| was on a conference committee, having charge 
of this same claim of Faribault and wife. The || 
committee of conference recommended this sec- || 


tion, which was adopted by the House as an || 
amendment to the Indian appropriation bill, to | 
wit: . 


That the sum of $12,000, &c., be appropriated to carry 
into effect this contract, &c.: Provided, That the Secretary || 
of War shall be satisfied with the validity of their title to the | 
lands mentioned in said contract, and that the conveyance to | 
the United States be made so as to pass the said title. 

Pursuant to the directions contained in that 
section, the Secretary of War has examined the | 
title of Faribault, and has made his decision. He 
decides that these parties have no title whatever, | 
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| in 1808 confirmed by the Senate. 


| upon examination, found that the islan 
| conveyed to the United States by a prior treaty, 





and that ne conveyance from them can pass to | 
the Government of the United States a good title. 
This amendment, therefore, is an appeal to Con- | 
gress from the decision of the Secretary of War, | 
without notice to the House, however, in the | 
amendment, that it is an appeal, and without as- | 
signing the grounds of supposed error in the de- | 
cision. ‘There was laid on our tables a few days | 





since, an elaborate pamphlet, but not indorsed by | 
any committee, or even a single member of this | 
touse, arguing against the decision which the | 
Secretary of War had reached in this case. A 
rief history of it will, I think,’satisfy the com- 
mittee that there is not a particle of merit in it, 
and that the recommendation of the Committee 
of Ways and Means to non-coneur should be | 
adopted by this committee. The land in ques- | 
Hon is an island in the Mississippi river, at or 
near the mouth of St. Peters river, in Minnesota. 
In 1805 9 treaty was made by Lieutenant Pike 
with the Sioux Indians, by which treaty this 


island, and other adjacent istands on either side 


| claim of Faribault. 
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of the Mississippi river, were conveyed to the i Faribault never had a valid title to the same. This 
Government of the United States for military || letter and the accompanying documents doubtless 


and commercial posts. I[t seems that, from some 
cause or other which I have not been able to 
trace, this treaty was not ratified till three years 
afterwards—in 1808. Very much of the trouble 
between the Secretaries of War and the two 
Houses of Congress since that time, with refer- 
ence to this claim, has grown out of the fact, that 
in the volume of the Statutes at Large, appropri- 


| ated to Indian treaties, this treaty, by some ac- 
|| cident or other, is not to be found. 


It has not 
been recorded among the published treaties, al- 
though an examination of the Journal of the 


| Senate- of 1808, at page 76, will show that Mr. 
| Jefferson, in a message communicated to the Sen- 


ate, transmitted that treaty. Subsequently, on 
the 16th of April, that treaty was ratified. It 
will be found on page 80 of this Journal. The 
original treaty that was made, and which was not 
published in the volume appropriated to Indian 
treaties, is now on file in the State Department. 
Mr. PHELPS. Any gentleman who is desir- 
ous of obtaining information in reference to the 


| treaty to which the gentleman refers, can find it 
| in the American State Papers. 
of it as pertains to this matter: 


I read so much 


“Arr. 1. The Sioux nation grants unto the United States, 


for the purpose of establishing military posts, nine miles 
} square at the mouthof the river St. Croix, also from below 


the confluence of the Mississippi and St. Peters, up the 
Mississippi, to include the Falls of St. Anthony, extending 


| nine miles on each side of the river. That the Sioux nation 
| grants to the United States the full sovereignty and power 
| over said districts forever, without any let or hindrance 


whatsoever.”’ 


Here, too, is the ratification of the treaty by the | 


Senate. 

Mr. ORR. The treaty was made in 1805, and 
In 1819 the 
Government of the United States took possession 
of this island, and troops were sent to that re- 


gion. The evidence of that will be found in Ex- 


ecutive document, House of Representatives, 


Twenty-Sixth Congress, first session, No. 82, 
page 12. In 1820 Colonel Leavenworth, who, it 
seems, took this man Faribault as interpreter up 
to that region, without any knowledge on his 


part that Pike’s treaty had been made and con- 


| firmed, entered into a convention with the Sioux 
| Indians to convey this island ‘to Pelagie Fari- 


bault, wife of Jean Baptiste Faribault, and to her 
heirs forever.’’ This he sent to the Secretary of 
War, Mr. Calhoun, to be laid before the Presi- 


| dent, and, if approved, to be communicated to the 


Senate for ratification. The Secretary of War, 


had been 


and that the title then existed in the United States. 
He therefore declined to send the treaty to the 
Senate for ratification, and wrote to Taliaferro, 


| Indian agent, ‘‘ Consequently the reservations 


claimed under the treaty have no validity, and 
you will accordingly so apprise the individuals 
so concerned.”’ 
of the United States to the isla@hd was perfect, 
and that its date was twelve years anterior to the 
pretended conveyance to Faribault and her heirs. 

Well, sir, matters remained in this condition 


know how it occurred—I do not know what sort 
of representations were made, or what influénces 


were brought to bear on Congress, but a joint res- | 


olution was passed, directing the Secretary of 
War, Mr. Poinsett, ‘‘to contract with J. B. & 
P. Faribault for the purchase of the island at 
the confluence of the St. Peter’s and Mississippi 
rivers, and to report his proceedings to Congress, 


subject to their approbation or rejection.’’ Mr. | 


Poinsett, on the 12th of March following, made 
the contract, subject to the approval of Congress; 
and on the 4th of January, 1840, ina letter to the 


Speaker of the House of Representatives, commu- | 


nicated his own action in the premises, together 


with sundry other papers and documents explan- | 


atory of the Government title and the pretended 
c These papers will be found 
in Executive Document, No. 82, first session 
Twenty-Sixth Congress. Mr. Poinsett says: 

“ The claim of the Faribaults, depending as it does alone 
upon the recognition of this instrument, {Leavenworth’s 
treaty,] Of course falls with it.” 

Mr. Poinsett shows, beyond all doubt, in this 
letter, that our title is goed to the island, and that 


It will be perceived that the title | 


prevented Congress from ratifying the contract; 
and the claimants seemed to have acquiesced in 


| this, at least until the actors in that day had passed 


| away, and hence we find the claim revived and 
renewed during the last Congress, after having 


slumbered for fourteen years. Congress then 
acted with fairness to these rejected claimants, 
At the last session this matter was carefully 
considered in committee, and afterwards ti com- 
mittee of conference; and we then said to these 
parties: ** We will pay you these $12,000 if you 
ae got any title to the land. We cannot in- 
vestigate your title. We have no time to devote 
to that purpose; but if you will show the Secre- 
tary of War, who can investigate the title, that 
you have any valid title to the land, we will pay 
you the $12,000.”’ Well, sir, the Secretary of 
| War, Mr. Davis, has investigated the subject, 
| and he concurs with Secretary Poinsett in saying 
that the United States have had a perfect title to 
| the land since 1805 up to the present time; and 
that the conveyance to these parties, in 1820, 
under the Leavenworth treaty, is invalid and 
| void, because the treaty was never ratified. This 


| House cannot then allow the claim unless they 


|intend to make a gratuity to these parties. I[ 
think the Committee of Ways and Means have 
done right in recommending that the whole sec- 

| tion be stricken out. The agent who made the 
treaty with the Sioux nation, ceding this land to 

| the United States, obtained the cession for a val- 
| uable consideration, which was subsequently paid 
to the Siouxs, and they surely etal not make 
two good titles to different persons for the same 
| lands. We hold the only valid title they ever 
made; and [ protest against paying the Faribaults 
| for a claim which has no foundation either in law, 
| equity, or morals. 

| Mr.HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, I have heard 

| every word that the gentleman from South Caro- 

| lina has said, and I say ditto. I now move that 
| the committee rise, with a view to Terminate de- 
| bate upon these amendments. 

| The motion was agreed to. 

| -So the Committee rose; and the Speaker pro 

| tempore (Mr. Puetrs] having taken the chair, 

Mr. Grow reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had had under 

_ consideration the Union generally, and particu- 

| larly the civil appropriation bill, and had directed 

| him to report the same to the House with sundry 
| amendments. 

| Also, that the committee had had under con- 

sideration the Senate’s amendments to the Indian 


|| appropriation bill, and had come to no resolution 
\| thereon. 


| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for the pre- 
| vious question on the bill making appropriations 
| for certain civil expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
| main question was ordered to be put. : 

| Mr. HAVEN. I move that all further debate 


|| in the Committee of the Whole onthe state of the 


Union on the Senate amendments to the Indian 


|| appropriation bill be elosed within five minutes 
until 1839—the Faribaults setting up no claim | i 


against the Government titl—when I do not | 


after its consideration shall be again resumed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that the rules be sus- 

|| pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union: 
|| The SPEAKER pro tenfpore. The motion can 
|| be entertained only by unanimuus consent, the 
main question having been ordered on bill No. 201. 
|| ‘There was no objection; and the question be- 
|| ing taken, the motion was agreed to. 
'| "The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
|| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union, [Mr. Bocock in the chair,} and resumed 
the consideration of the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The amendments 
of the Senate are numerous; and in order that we 
|| may get through with them to-day, I move that 

all concurred in by the Committee of Ways and 

Means be agreed to en masse. 
|| _ There was no objection; and the Clerk read 
|| the amendments of the Senate agreed to by the 
| 





Committee of Ways and Means without amend- 
ment; and they were concurred in. 

The committee then proceeded to consider the 
remaining amendments of the Senate. 
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Twenty-ninth amendment: 

For firet of ten equal annual installments, in lieu of 
former treaty stipulations, to be paid capita to the Grand 
river Otlowas, per second article of the treaty of Bist July, 
1855, $3,500 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment, with the following amendment: 

Provided, 'Tivat no part of the appropriations for the Otto 
was and Chippewas of Michigan shall be expended until 
the assent of said Indians to the Senate amendments to 
eaid treaty shall first be obtained. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the Senate 
amendment as amended was concurred in. 


Thirty-sixth amendment: 

For expenses of the examination and adjustment, by 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, of lots allotted to 
the Stockbridges, under the act of 3d March, 1843, per thir 
teenth article of the treaty of Sth February, 1856, 3750. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means have recommended a concurrence in 
the amendment, with the following amendment: 

Provided, That no part of the appropriations for the 
Stockbridges and Munsees shall be expended until the as 
eent of said Indians to the Senate amendments to said 
treaty kha) first be obtained. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the Senate amendment as amended was 
concurred in. . 

Forty-third amendment: 

For the general incidental expenses of the Indian service 
in the Territory of New Mexico, $12,590. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee “ee 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment of the Senate with the following 
amendment: 


After the word “Mexico,” strike out the words ‘*#12,500,"’ 
and insert as follows: 

And in making to the Indians, in said Territory, presents 
of goods, agricultural implements, and other usetul articles, 
and in assisting them to locate in permanent abodes, and 
sustain themselves by the pursuits of civilized life, to be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, 947,500. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 


to; and the Senate amendment as amended was 
concurred in. 


Fifty-fifth amendment: 


For the payment to the children of John Connoly, being 
interest on ®200; at six per centum per annum, from Janu 
ary i, 1838, to May 1, 1555, per fifth article of the treaty 


of Septeniber 28, 1836, with the Sacs and Foxes of Missis- | 


sippi, F208. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
Senate amendment with the following amend- 
ment: 


Strike out the whole of said amendment, and insert in | 
lieu thereof as follows: 

For payment of interest to the children of John Connoly, 
decessed, on the sum of $200, secured to said John Connoly, 
deceased, by the fitth article of the treaty of September 28, 
1636, with the Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi, such sum of 
money as may be necessary is herefy appropriated. 


The amendment was agreed to; and the Senate 
amendment as amended was concurred in. 


Fifty-seventh amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of the Interior to redeem the 
pledges of Governor D. Meriwether, in the articles recently 


negotiated by him, under instructions given in pursuance of || 


the act of Congress making appropriations to defray the | 
expenses of said negotiations, made to the tribes and bands 
respectively, with whom peaceable relations have been 
definitely agreed on and now exist, in making to said Indians | 
presents of goods, agricultural implements, and other useful 


* articles, and in assisting them to locate in permanent | 


abodes, and sustain themselves by the pursuits of civilized | 
life, $35,000. 


Mr. PHELPS. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in this 
amendment. 1 will explain. This amendment | 
and the forty-third have been consolidated, and | 
the committee has already adopted the forty-third | 
amendment, with the yodification which was 
recommended by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 


The amendment of the Senate .was.non-con- | 


curred in. 
Fifty-eighth amendment: 


Sec.2. .4nd be it further enacted, Thatif any person who | 
has been rémoved from the Indian country een ine pro- | 


visions of the tenth section of the act of Congress, approved 
the 30th of June, 1834, entitled “An act to regulate trade 
and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and preserve peace 
on the trentiers,”’ shall thereafter, at any time, return or be 
found within the Indian territory, such offender shall forfeit 
end pay the sum of $1,000. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The Committee 


rence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifty-ninth amendment: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in settling the 
accounts of Thomas J. Henley, superintendent of Indian 
affairs in California, the accounting officers of the Treas- 
ury be, and they are bereby, authorized to allow him the 
amounts he actually paid to interpreters during the years 
of 1854 and 1855, and the amount of &750 dollars paid by 
him to Saunders and Brenham, for interest on money 
advanced by them on account of the Indian service in 


California, upon his producing satisfactory vouchers fer | 


these expenditures. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 

Mr. DENVER. 
ation of the Committee of Ways and Means will 
not be concurred in. It provides for the payment 
to the superintendent of Indian affairs in Cali- 
fornia, of money which he has actually paid out, 
and which was necessary to be paid in order to 
keep up the service. I trust the amendment will 
not be stricken out. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixtieth amendment: 


Sec. 4. and be it further enacted, That the act of the 
27th of February. 1851, fixing the rate of compensation for 
interpreters, as far as it relates to California, be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed. 


Mr.CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Sixty-first amendment: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, in the assign- 
ment or transfer of warrants issued, or hereafter to be 


issued, to the Creeks and Seminoles of Black Dirt’s party, 
the agent of said Indians may recognize, in certifying to | 


the validity of such transfers or assignments, such amounts 


as he may be satisfied have been previously advancedmo | 


the warrantees, or their representatives, in good faith, as 
part of the purchase-money thereof, and consideration 
therefor, either in money or goods. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to submit a 
remark or two in reference to that amendment. 
My attention was called to the reasons given by 


: J ‘ 
the Senator who is at the head of the Committee 


on Indian Affairs of the Senate, at the time this 
amendment was offered there. 
to know what reasons moved the committee to 
recommend a non-concurrence in this amend- 
ment? According to the regulations which now 
exist, I can see no objection to it. According to 
the rules of the Senate, the Senate had a perfect 
right to place the amendment upon this bill. If, 


therefore, according to the rules of the Senate, | 
they had that right, there is no reason for the | 


committee of Ways and Means to ask the House 
/to reject it simply upon the ground that the 


amendment does not comport with the*rules of | 
If the Senate has acted properly, I | 


this House. 
imagine the House will not take it upon them- 
selves-to reject the amendment simply because 


of this kind. , 
There is a great necessity, as I understand it, 
for the adoption of the amendment proposed by 
| the Senate. 


spective nations, who are unable to control the 
| land warrants due to them at this time by the 
Government, unless this proposition is adopted. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. __ 


l| of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- | satisfied have been previously advanced to the warranie,. 


The Committee of Ways | 


I hope that the recommend- | 


I would like | 


the Senate thought proper to embrace it in a bill | 


There are Indians now in this city— | 
men who stand at the head of affairs in their re- 








oo 


es, 
pur 
Wher in 


or their representatives, in good faith, QS part Of the 

chase-money thereof, and consideration therefor, ¢ 

money or goods. : 
By a regulation respecting the assignment of 

land warrants, the Indians may go before the l 
| dian agent and make an assignment—but }, 4 
| seems to be an intent by legislation to have - 

| vious verbal contracts between Indians and white 
| men recognized, and to-coerce the Indians to = 
their warrants for the price of these invalid oo 
tracts, when they have received any advances 4 
goods. 5 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I will explain the ma; 
ter in one word. The purpose of the amendment 
is not to defraud the Indians, nor is jt to permit 
the Senate to perpetrate a fraud upon anybody. 
but it is simply to enable the Indians, intelligent 
| men, who heve made contracts in reference to 
| warrants, to carry out those contracts in good 

faith. That is all, and nothing more, 
| Mr. PHELPS. I would ask the gentleman 
| from Arkansas whether or not the existing law 
| does not permit the Indians to make assignments 
| of laid warrants when made before the Indiay 
agent ¢ 
Mr. GREENWOOD. No, sir; but in order to 
| enable the agent to give the certificate required }, 
law, such a provision as this is absolutely neces. 
| sary. The value of a land warrant worth eighty 
| dollars will not justify a man in going all over the 
country to hunt up testimony. 

Mr. PHELPS. In other words, the provision 
is to legalize an act which is not now ae 4 
party has made a verbal cuntract with an Indian 
for a land warrant hereafter to be issued. That 
contract is, by the laws of the United States, 
| invalid. It would even be invalid with a white 


} 


}| man. 
The question was taken; and the amendment 
| was non-concurred in. 


Sixty-second amendment: 


Sec.6. And be tt further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Interior be required to pay to Spunk, or Bald Frog, alias 
Joseph Henson, the amount of $400 for his valuation of an 
improvement under the Cherokee treaty of 1835, in pursu- 
ance of the provision of the twenty-fourth section of the act 
|} of March 3, 1855, making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
|| and Means recommend non-concurrence in that 
| amendment. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Sixty-third amendment: 


| Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, in addition to 
|| the number now allowed by law, the President be author- 
ized to appoint one Indian agent, east of the Rocky Mount- 
ains, at a salary of $1,500, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend non-concurrence. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I should like to know from 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 











currence? I understand it has the sanction of 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The reason is this, that 
itis creating an office in an appropriation bill, 
which is contrary to the rules of the House and 
the rules that have controlled the Committee of 
Ways and Means, notwithstanding we have been 
charged with absorbing legislation. 

Mr. PRINGLE. The objection raised by the 
Committee of Ways and Means applies only to 


|| transfer of warrants issued, or hereafter to be issued, to the 


said Indians may recognize, in certifyi 


They are men of intelligence, of age, of expe- 
rience, and are as capable of controlling their own 
anne ‘ am, or any other a a upon this | this sort to an appropriation bill; and when it 
| floor. veir warrants are withheld from them, comes here from the Senate we are to judge of it 
_ and they cannot dispose of them, when they could |! 6), its merits. This is a case where the Secretary 


this House. There are no rules in the Senate 


| 
Means the reason for recommending a non-con- 
restricting them from making an amendment of 





; . . ‘ , 
| get much more for them in this market than they |! o¢ the Interior has supposed the creation of this 


‘could anywhere else. I ask the Committee of : f 
| Waysand Means to withdraw their recommenda- sever meteors in order to manage the affairs 0 


tion, and allow this amendment to be adopted. Th . dment 
o as taken; an amendmen 
Mr. PHELPS. The Committee of Ways 6 question, was taken;, ad, the 
was non-concurred in. 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence, be- Sixty-fourth amendment: 


' cause, in the first place, the amendment is in an cic tetneaen mi he Becreeaty 
| s : I]. it is i Sec. 8. it further That the 
improper bill; secondly,»because it is improper A. peta, mee Bb cem a te ye aes = cabse an inver 


legislation. It does not endeavor to carry out the || tigation to be had of the claims for depredations by Indians 
| object which the gentleman from Arkansas seems || in the Territory of New Mexico that may have been made, 
_ to think*was designed by the Senate amendment, |/ and report to the next session of Congress, or as S00 ~ 
1 wish to call the attention of the committee to the practicable, the facts in each case, and particularly ep 


phraseology of this amendment: ating such as come within the provisions of the intercourse 


law, and for which, in his opinion, indemnity should be pro- 
| And be it further enacted, That, in the assignment or 


vided by Congress. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend non-concurrence. 
Mr. OTERO. I hope the gentleman from Ohio 


| Creeks and Seminoles of Black Dirt’s party, the agent of 
‘ to the validity of 
such transfers or assignments, such amounts as he may be 
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